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I N  M E M O R I A M

Carl Anthony “Tony” Turner
January 24, 1941 – December 17, 2025

“Well done, good and faithful servant… Enter into the joy

of your Lord.”
— Matthew 25:21

This workbook is dedicated in loving memory of Tony Turner: a

man whose life embodied the practical faith of James—steady

service, gentle wisdom, and quiet strength over a lifetime.

In Memoriam Antonii Turner

Vir fidei integrae, sapiens mitis, pastor animarum indefessus.

Qui non solum audivit verbum, sed etiam fecit illud—cuius vita fuit epistula viva

Iacobi.

Donec in caelis iterum conveniamus, in pace quiescas, frater carissime.

Soli Deo Gloria.

Post sex menses lacrimarum et fumi caerulei — ad maiorem Dei gloriam.

Faithful Elder • Beloved Brother • Shepherd of Souls
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Dedication

To my beloved wife, Jeny Tobón-Sánchez,

My suitable helper and my crown (Genesis 2:18; Proverbs 12:4).

Your love, support, and patience are a constant reflection of the

grace of God.

To my daughters, Rochelle Lynne, Valerie Nichole, and Arianna

Jade,

And to my son, John Paul (George).

“Through your love, your questions, and your simple way of living, you

have preached countless sermons to me without ever stepping behind a

pulpit. You continually teach me the meaning of simple faith, the

necessity of patience, and the wonder of viewing the world through

trusting eyes.”

May the word of Christ richly dwell within you (Colossians 3:16),

and may you always walk in the truth (3 John 4).

You have been my most constant teachers, reminding me daily to be

“quick to hear, slow to speak” (James 1:19) and demonstrating that

love “bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures

all things” (1 Corinthians 13:7).

Soli Deo Gloria.
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How to Use This Workbook

What You’ll Need

ITEM PURPOSE

Bible (NASB 1995 preferred) Primary text for study.

Pen/Fine-Tip Marker Margin notes, underlining.

Workbook/Notebook Written responses, reflections.

Open Heart & Mind Receptiveness to learning.

Preacher Ed’s Bible of Choice

NASB ’95 Large Print Wide Margin – Paste-Down Cowhide

(Available from 316publishing.com)
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Why Ed Loves It:

Note: This is an investment ($120–$150). However, feel free to use

the Bible translation you prefer! The most important thing is to be

flexible and study the Word.

Unlock Your Margins: Tips From Ed

Extra-Wide Margins: 1.5 inches for extensive note-taking.

Premium Paper: 40 gsm prevents bleed-through with Micron

pens.

Single-Column: Clean, uncluttered layout.

No Commentary: Just the text and your notes.
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TECHNIQUE PURPOSE

Underline Key Words Emphasis, quick identification.

Date Your Insights Track personal growth and context.

Link Passages Cross-referencing for deeper understanding.

Use Symbols Visual cues (e.g., ! for warning, * for encouragement).

Write Quick Prayers Immediate response to scripture.

Ed’s Study Essentials

Must-Haves
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Level Up Tools

Hold Up!

This isn’t a casual read. James is intense. Expect challenges, tough

questions, and conviction. Don’t rush. Pause. Pray. Press in.

Bible Apps: Digital Powerhouses

APP COST KEY FEATURES

YouVersion Free 2,800+ versions, audio Bibles.

Blue Letter Bible Free Greek/Hebrew tools, Strong’s.

e-Sword Free Strong note tools (desktop).

Bible Gateway Freemium Easy version switching.

Accordance Freemium Original languages (Mac/iOS).

Olive Tree Premium Strong note tools, resources.

Reliable Wide-margin Bible

Micron Pens: No bleed-through, archival quality.

Hardbound Journal: Dedicated space for deeper reflections.

Expandable File Folder: Organization of handouts.

Greek Interlinear: Original language study.

Word Study Books: Deeper understanding of key terms.

Ancient Israel Maps: Contextual understanding.
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Key Themes in James

HISTORICAL CONTEXT: THE WORLD OF THE

DISPERSION

Timeline of Paul's Life & Journeys

The Roman Empire & Dispersion The Twelve Tribes Dispersed
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Jerusalem: The Center of the Early Church
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KEY THEME DESCRIPTION

Trials and Spiritual 
Maturity

Tests refine us. When trials press, we develop endurance, leading to 

spiritual completeness (1:2–4).

Poverty and Wealth The humble believer is rich in faith; the wealthy are warned against 

pride and injustice (1:9–11; 5:1–6).

Doers of the Word Hearing alone deceives; true religion manifests in actions that mirror 

the Word (1:22–25).

Caring for the Vulnerable Pure religion cares: visit orphans and widows, and guard your heart 

from the world’s corruption (1:27).

Impartiality Favoritism fractures community; love your neighbor without bias (2:1–

13).

Mercy over Judgment Mercy wins—judge others with compassion, or risk being judged by 

the same standard (2:13).

Living Faith Faith isn’t a silent agreement; it’s a living force that demonstrates itself 

through works (2:14–26).

Control of the Tongue The tongue wields life or death. Tame your speech to reflect a heart 

aligned with God (3:1–12).

Wisdom from Above God’s wisdom is pure, peace-loving, gentle, and fruitful—unlike bitter 

earthly envy (3:13–18).

Warning Against 
Worldliness

Friendship with the world pits you against God. Cleanse your hands 

and draw near to Him (4:4–10).

Humility and Submission God exalts the humble. Submit wholeheartedly, resist the devil, and 

He will lift you up (4:6–10).

Prayer and Healing Effective prayer is earnest and righteous—connecting confession, 

faith, and restoration (5:13–18).
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Alignment with Workbook Modules

MODULE VERSES ALIGNED KEY THEMES

Module 1 – The Crucible of Joy 1:1–18 Trials & Maturity • Poverty & Wealth

Module 2 – The Anatomy of 

Temptation

1:13-18 Source of Sin • Goodness of God

Module 3 – Faith That Listens and 
Lives

1:19–27 Doers of the Word • Caring for Vulnerable • 

Tongue

Module 4 – The Royal Law 2:1–13 Impartiality • Mercy over Judgment

Module 5 – Faith and Works 2:14–26 Living Faith

Module 6 – Teachers and the Tongue 3:1–12 Control of the Tongue

Module 7 – Wisdom from Above 3:13–18 Wisdom from Above

Module 8 – Conflict & Humility 4:1–12 Worldliness • Humility • Submission

Module 9 – Arrogance & God’s Will 4:13–17 Warning Against Worldliness

Module 10 – Wealth & Injustice 5:1–6 Poverty and Wealth

Module 11 – Patience in Suffering 5:7–12 Trials • Humility

Module 12 – Prayer & Restoration 5:13–20 Prayer and Healing
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Master Cross-Reference Guide

VERSE CROSS REFERENCES KEY THEMES / NOTES

1:1 Acts 15:13; Rom 1:1; Titus 1:1; 1 

Pet 1:1

James identifies as servant; addressing dispersion.

1:2 Matt 5:10-12; Rom 5:3; 1 Pet 1:6 Joy in trials echoes Jesus' beatitudes.

1:3 Rom 5:3-4; 1 Pet 1:7; 2 Cor 4:17 Testing of faith produces perseverance.

1:4 Matt 5:48; Eph 4:13; Col 4:12 Spiritual maturity and completeness.

1:5 1 Kings 3:9; Matt 7:7; John 14:13 God's generous giving of wisdom.

1:6 Matt 21:21; Mark 11:23; Heb 11:6 Faith without doubt (Mountain-moving faith).

1:7-8 Eph 4:14; Matt 14:31 Double-mindedness vs. stability.

1:9 Luke 1:52; 1 Cor 1:26-28 Humble believers exalted (Magnificat).

1:10 Psalm 103:15-16; Isaiah 40:6-8 Transience of wealth (Human frailty).

1:12 Rev 2:10; 1 Cor 9:25; 2 Tim 4:8 Crown of life for perseverance.

1:13 1 Cor 10:13; Matt 6:13; 1 John 1:5 God does not tempt; He is holy.
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VERSE CROSS REFERENCES KEY THEMES / NOTES

1:14 Rom 7:7-11; Gen 3:6 Temptation leads to sin (The Process).

1:17 Psalm 85:12; Matt 7:11; Mal 3:6 God is the unchanging Father of Lights.

1:18 John 1:13; 1 Pet 1:23; 2 Cor 5:17 New birth through the Word of Truth.

1:19 Prov 17:27; Eccl 5:2; Eph 4:26 Quick to listen, slow to speak.

1:22 Matt 7:21; Luke 6:46; Rom 2:13 Be doers, not just hearers.

1:27 Isa 1:17; Psalm 68:5; 1 John 3:3 Pure religion: Orphans, widows, holiness.

2:1 Acts 10:34; Rom 2:11; Gal 2:6 Faith incompatible with partiality.

2:8 Lev 19:18; Matt 22:39; Gal 5:14 The Royal Law: Love neighbor as self.

2:10 Gal 3:10; Matt 5:19; Deut 27:26 Breaking one law breaks the whole.

2:13 Matt 5:7; Matt 6:14; Matt 18:33 Mercy triumphs over judgment.

2:14 1 John 3:17; Matt 7:21; Titus 1:16 Faith without works cannot save.

2:19 Deut 6:4; Mark 12:29; 1 Cor 8:4 Demons believe and tremble.

2:21 Gen 22:9-12; Heb 11:17 Abraham justified by works.

2:25 Josh 2:1-21; Heb 11:31 Rahab justified by works.

2:26 Gen 2:7; Eccl 12:7 Faith without works is dead.

3:1 Matt 23:8; 1 Cor 4:9 Teachers judged more strictly.

3:6 Matt 15:11; Rom 3:13 The tongue is a fire.

3:17 Phil 4:8; Gal 5:22; Matt 5:9 Heavenly wisdom vs. earthly.

4:1 Gal 5:17; Rom 7:23 Wars come from desires within.

4:4 1 John 2:15; Matt 6:24 Friendship with world = Enmity with God.

4:6 Prov 3:34; 1 Pet 5:5 God opposes the proud.

4:7 Eph 6:11; 1 Pet 5:8 Submit to God, resist the Devil.

4:17 Luke 12:47; John 9:41 Sins of omission.

5:1 Luke 6:24; 1 Tim 6:17 Woe to the rich.

5:7 1 Thess 4:15; 2 Pet 3:4 Patient waiting for the Lord.

5:12 Matt 5:34-37 Let yes be yes (Oaths).
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VERSE CROSS REFERENCES KEY THEMES / NOTES

5:14 Mark 6:13; Isa 1:6 Elders praying/anointing sick.

5:16 1 John 1:9; Matt 6:14 Confess sins, pray for one another.

5:17 1 Kings 17:1; Luke 4:25 Elijah as example of prayer.
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Module 01 – The Crucible of Joy

Hook: When the Furnace Door Closes

You can talk about faith when the sun is out. You can sing about joy

when the bills are paid, the house is calm, and the body feels strong.

But James opens this letter by walking Christians into a furnace and

telling them what to do when the door shuts.

Trials do something simple and brutal: they remove options. They

strip away control. They expose what you truly trust. When pressure

rises, you do not rise to the level of your good intentions—you sink

to the level of what is actually formed in you.

James does not begin with comfort. He begins with formation. He

teaches Christians how to think while hurting, how to pray while

confused, how to keep walking while tired, and how to value what

God is producing more than what pain is taking.

This is not a letter for spectators. It is for Christians who mean to

finish.

Memory Verse

James 1:2 (NASB 1995) — “Consider it all joy, my

brethren, when you encounter various trials.”

LESSON
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Learning Objectives

James 1:1 — The Sender, the King, and the Scattered

Before James gives commands, he gives identity. He begins with a

name and a title. This is not small talk. It tells you how to read

everything that follows.

“James, a bond-servant of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ.” James

does not introduce himself as “the Lord’s brother.” He does not lean

on family honor. He stands as a servant. That word means he

belongs to Another. His will is not the highest will. His plans are

not the final plans. This is the posture James will demand from

Christians throughout the letter.

Define the purpose of trials in the life of a believer (testing

produces endurance).

Identify the specific wisdom required to navigate suffering and

how to ask for it.

Contrast the temporary nature of wealth with the eternal status

of the humble brother.

Explain the "Crown of Life" as the reward for those who

persevere.
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Notice the twofold allegiance: God and the Lord Jesus Christ.

James does not treat Jesus as an assistant or a second-tier authority.

Jesus is Lord. That matters because trials tempt Christians to think

God has lost control. James anchors them: God reigns, and Jesus is

Lord, even when life feels like it is falling apart.

“To the twelve tribes who are dispersed abroad.” These are God’s

people living scattered lives. Their geography is unstable, but God’s

claim is stable. They have been pushed out, but they have not been

pushed away from God.

The scattering is not only political. It is spiritual pressure.

Displacement brings new temptations: bitterness, fear, compromise,

quick anger, jealousy, envy, and the craving for comfort at any cost.

James writes to form Christians who can live holy lives when their

lives are not easy.

“Greetings.” The greeting is short because James has urgent work to

do. He is not entertaining. He is training.

Introduction: The Unwelcome Guest

We begin our study of James not with a theological treatise, but

with a collision. James does not open by soothing wounded feelings;

20



he opens by commanding disciplined thinking. James 1:1–12 is a

furnace, not a cushion. He addresses the “twelve tribes who are

dispersed abroad”—Jewish believers pressed by persecution,

displaced from familiar life, learning what it means to follow Christ

when the world is not friendly.

James does not say trials are good in themselves. He does not

pretend pain is pleasant. He does not tell them to call evil “good.”

He tells them to count—to evaluate, to reckon—to take the trial

and put it in the ledger under God’s providence, and to view it as an

instrument that produces something God wants formed in them.

This is where James sets the tone for the whole epistle: faith that is

real will show itself under pressure. The first test is not outward—it's

mental and spiritual. Can you hold a biblical worldview while you

hurt? Can you speak like a believer when you feel like a victim?

James is training the mind and strengthening the spine.

James 1:2 — The First Command: A Decision of the Mind

James starts with the mind because the mind directs the life. He

does not begin by saying, “Here is how to escape.” He begins by

saying, “Here is how to think.”
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“Consider it all joy.” This is not “enjoy the pain.” This is “judge the

trial by what God is producing through it.” It is a decision of the

will before it is a feeling of the heart. James is commanding

Christians to bring their thoughts under obedience to God when

emotions are loud.

“My brethren.” James speaks with firmness, but not coldness. He is

not shaming them. He is calling them to family loyalty. Trials tempt

Christians to isolate. James pulls them back into shared identity and

shared duty.

“When you encounter various trials.” Trials are not optional. They

are encountered. They are met on the road. The word “various” tells

you they are not one-size. Some trials are public. Some are private.

Some are sudden. Some are long. Some attack the body. Some

attack relationships. Some attack the mind. But all trials share one

feature: they reveal what is in you.

This verse is the doorway into the rest of the paragraph. James is not

giving a motivational poster. He is giving a battle order. Christians

must decide ahead of time: when the hard thing comes, God will

still be trusted, and obedience will still be chosen.

I. The Command: Count it Joy
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Text: James 1:2–4 (NASB 1995)

James wastes no time. He commands us to consider (ἡγήσασθε)

our trials as all joy. This is an accounting term; it means to evaluate

the "ledger" of our suffering and decide, by an act of will, to

categorize it as an asset rather than a liability.

James is not commanding a mood. He is commanding a verdict.

Christians can obey this command even while tears are real, sleep is

short, and strength is low. The command is about what you decide

the trial means under God.

Trials will always preach a message. Pain preaches, fear preaches,

loss preaches, and delay preaches. James teaches Christians to reject

the trial’s sermon and accept God’s sermon.

A. “Consider” is not denial—it's judgment

James is not asking for emotional pretending. He is commanding a

judgment call. Your feelings will often call the trial “loss.” James says

the mind must look at the trial through God’s purpose.

Counting it joy is not calling suffering “sweet.” It is saying, “God

can use this to produce maturity I cannot get any other way.”

Pain-centered thinking: “This is ruining my life.”

God-centered thinking: “This is refining my faith.”
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James is teaching Christians to practice spiritual leadership over

their own minds. If you do not lead your thoughts, your thoughts

will lead you. And in a trial, your thoughts will drag you toward

despair, anger, complaint, or compromise if they are not disciplined.

This is where free will matters. James does not treat Christians like

robots. He does not say, “God will force joy into you.” He gives a

command because the Christian can obey it. A Christian can refuse

bitterness. A Christian can choose gratitude. A Christian can

choose endurance. The trial is not the master. God is the Master,

and the Christian must submit to God’s purpose.

B. “Various trials” means no area is exempt

The word “various” (ποικίλοις) is the idea of many-colored, many-

shaped tests. James is not talking only about persecution. Trials

include:

health decline,

financial strain,

family stress,

conflict,

loneliness,

disappointment,

unanswered plans,

spiritual opposition,

and the long grind of endurance.

24



Some trials are sudden; some are slow. But they all expose what is in

us.

Trials also come in different “weights.” Some are heavy enough to

break routines. Some are light enough to be ignored—until they

quietly shape your heart. Small irritations can train a Christian into

a complaining spirit. Long pressures can train a Christian into

cynicism. James speaks to “various trials” because spiritual formation

happens in big moments and in repeated moments.

C. The logic: testing → endurance → maturity

The reason is functional: the testing of faith produces endurance

(ὑπομονήν). This is not passive waiting; it is "remaining under" the

weight without collapsing. God is not only concerned with whether

you “believe,” but whether your faith can stand under load.

And James goes further: endurance must be allowed to have its

perfect result. This implies a danger: believers often want the trial to

end before it finishes producing what God intends. James is saying,

“Don’t abort the process.” When endurance completes its work, the

believer becomes “perfect and complete, lacking in nothing”—not

sinless perfection, but maturity, wholeness, stability.

James’s logic is simple and surgical:

Trial exposes what you actually trust.

Testing proves what is real and what is only talk.
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Endurance is not instant. It is built. It is built the same way muscles

are built: resistance, repetition, strain, recovery, and continued effort.

A Christian cannot “download” endurance. Endurance is formed in

the furnace.

D. The hidden issue: shortcuts

But God often grows a believer through time, pressure, and

repetition. Endurance is formed by remaining faithful when it

would be easier to quit.

Shortcuts look spiritual, but they are often unbelief dressed up.

Some Christians try the shortcut of denial: “I’m fine,” while the

heart is collapsing. Some try the shortcut of blame: “If people were

better, I would be better.” Some try the shortcut of escape: endless

distraction, endless entertainment, endless numbing. James is not

allowing any of that. He is forming Christians who can face hard

things with clean hands and a steady heart.

Endurance is formed when a Christian chooses obedience

repeatedly under pressure.

Maturity is the product—steady faith, steady worship, steady

character.

shortcuts in suffering (“Get me out NOW”),

shortcuts in holiness (“Give me instant growth”),

shortcuts in character (“Fix me without changing me”).
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Word Focus

TERM GREEK MEANING EXPLANATION

Consider ἡγήσασθε 

(hēgēsasthe)

A command to 

lead the mind

A deliberate judgment to 

classify trials as purposeful 

rather than pointless ( James 

1:2).

Various ποικίλοις 

(poikilois)
Multi-colored Trials differ in form, 

intensity, and duration; no 

area of life is exempt.

Endurance ὑπομονήν 

(hupomonēn)

Remaining 

under

Faithful perseverance that 

holds steady while pressure 

remains.

Key Takeaways

Joy is not a reaction to pain; it is a verdict on

purpose.

God is more interested in your character than your

comfort.

You cannot have a "perfect work" without the

work.

The trial is not meant to destroy faith—it is meant

to reveal and refine it.
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Module 01 – Interactive Study

Verse-by-Verse Observation

WORKBOOK

1. James 1:1 — Why does James identify himself as a servant

rather than an apostle, and how does this shape the authority of

his message?

2. James 1:2 — Why does James command a decision of the mind

(“consider”) instead of addressing emotions first?

3. James 1:3 — How does testing differ from temptation, and why

is this distinction essential for faith?
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4. James 1:4 — What does it mean to allow endurance to “finish

its work,” and how do Christians often resist this process?

5. James 1:5 — How does biblical wisdom differ from simply

wanting answers or relief from pain?

6. James 1:6–7 — Why does divided loyalty make prayer

ineffective, according to James?

7. James 1:8 — How does double-mindedness affect areas beyond

spiritual life?
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Cross-Reference Analysis

James is not isolated in Scripture. His teaching echoes the

consistent message of endurance across both Testaments.

8. James 1:9–11 — How do poverty and wealth test faith

differently, yet reveal the same issue of trust?

9. James 1:12 — Why does James connect endurance with love for

God rather than with endurance itself?
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Self-Assessment (Interactive)

1. Romans 5:3–4 — How does Paul’s progression (suffering →

perseverance → character → hope) align with James 1:2–4?

2. 1 Peter 1:6–7 — How does Peter describe the purpose of

testing, and how does it complement James’s teaching?

3. Hebrews 12:11 — Why does discipline feel painful rather than

joyful in the moment, and what does it eventually produce?
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Rate yourself honestly using the scale below: 1 = Rarely true, 5 =

Consistently true.

STATEMENT 1 2 3 4 5

I interpret trials through God’s purpose 

rather than emotion.

I ask God for wisdom with the intention to 

obey.

I remain faithful when relief is delayed.

Personal Reflection & Commitment

Pray over James 1:2–4 and write a personal commitment to count

trials as joy this week.

Name one specific trial and how you will trust God’s purpose in it.

JOURNAL
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Module 02 – The Anatomy of Temptation

Introduction: The Blame Game

James is not shifting topics casually. He is following a tight

theological progression. Trials (vv. 2–12) test faith from the outside;

temptation (vv. 13–18) attacks faith from the inside. The same

pressure that refines endurance can also expose desire. James knows

Christians often confuse the two—and that confusion becomes

spiritually fatal when it leads to blaming God.

If trials are pressure from the outside, temptation is pressure from

the inside. James now moves from suffering that tests faith to desire

that tests obedience. In James 1:13–18, he confronts a common and

dangerous habit: blaming God for personal sin.

When obedience is costly, people look for excuses. “God put me

here.” “God wired me this way.” “God knew my weaknesses.” James

strips away every version of that argument. He does not soften the

truth. He does not blame culture, trauma, or circumstance. He

locates the problem exactly where Scripture always does: inside the

human heart.

This blame-shifting is not accidental. When pain is intense and

obedience costly, the human heart looks for theological cover. If

LESSON
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suffering comes from God, some reason, then maybe temptation

also comes from God. James refuses to allow that logic to stand.

This is an ancient pattern. Adam blamed Eve—and indirectly

blamed God who gave her. Eve blamed the serpent. Israel blamed

circumstances. Proverbs summarizes it plainly: “A man’s own folly

ruins his life, yet his heart rages against the LORD” (Proverbs 19:3).

James is exposing that same instinct in Christians.

This section is direct because sin is deadly. James explains

temptation step by step so that believers stop excusing it, start

recognizing it early, and learn to fight it honestly.

Before James explains how temptation works, he first establishes

where it does not come from. Theology must be corrected before

behavior can be confronted.

I. The Source: Let No Man Say

Text: James 1:13 (NASB 1995)

James begins with a prohibition. This is not advice. It is a command

directed at speech, thought, and internal justification. The phrase

“let no one say” forbids both verbal accusation and internal

rationalization.

James gives a clear command: no believer is permitted to say, “I am

being tempted by God.” The wording implies this was already being
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said and must stop. Temptation was being re-labeled as divine

influence.

This accusation often grows out of a distorted understanding of

God’s sovereignty. If God governs all things, some conclude He

must also govern temptation. James draws a hard boundary: God

may govern trials, but He never authors temptation.

James responds with theology, not psychology. God’s nature settles

the matter. God cannot be tempted by evil, and He does not tempt

anyone. Testing and tempting are not the same. God tests faith to

strengthen it. Temptation aims at sin and separation.

The same Greek root (peirazō) can describe both testing and

tempting, but context determines meaning. God’s testing has a

redemptive goal: endurance, maturity, crown of life. Temptation’s

goal is collapse. God wants His people to pass the test; the tempter

wants them to fail. Scripture consistently maintains this distinction

(Genesis 22:1; 1 Corinthians 10:13).

If God tempted His people to sin, He would be acting against His

own holiness. Scripture never allows that conclusion.

James strengthens his argument by grounding it in God’s moral

nature. God is not merely unwilling to tempt; He is unable to be

tempted by evil. Evil has no attraction to Him, no leverage over

Him, no foothold within Him. Because temptation requires desire,

and God has none for evil, He cannot solicit others toward it.
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Blaming God for temptation does more than excuse sin—it slanders

God’s character and numbs conscience. Once a Christian believes

temptation is divinely sourced, resistance feels futile. James cuts that

lie off at the root.

Key Takeaways

James insists that responsibility must rest where temptation begins.

God is holy, consistent, and good. Any theology that makes Him

the source of temptation is deception. Before Christians can fight

desire, they must stop accusing God.

II. The Process: Hooked and Dragged

Text: James 1:14–15 (NASB 1995)

Having removed God as the source of temptation, James now traces

its actual origin and development. He does not treat temptation as

mysterious or uncontrollable. Instead, he maps it like a process that

can be identified, interrupted, and stopped—if it is recognized early.

God never pushes His people toward sin.

Blaming God is a refusal to face responsibility.

A false view of temptation leads to a false view of God.
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If temptation does not come from God, where does it come from?

James answers plainly: from within. Every person is tempted when

he is carried away and enticed by his own lust. The source is internal

desire, not external pressure.

James stresses personal responsibility by using possessive language:

his own lust. This is not generic temptation floating in the air. It is

individualized. Each Christian must confront the desires that

specifically pull him or her.

James uses hunting and fishing language to describe temptation. The

sinner is not attacked; he is drawn. The danger looks attractive. The

hook is hidden.

This imagery exposes a critical truth: temptation does not force itself

on anyone. It persuades. It appeals. It disguises danger as benefit.

The threat lies not in brute power but in subtle attraction.

A. Carried away

The word means to be pulled out from safety. Temptation always

begins by moving a person away from what protects him:

accountability, prayer, Scripture, clarity.

The phrase “carried away” emphasizes movement. Temptation

always pulls away from spiritual anchors. Rarely does sin begin with

a dramatic decision. It begins with drift—less vigilance, less prayer,

less resistance.
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Just as a fish must leave the safety of deeper water to reach bait,

temptation lures Christians away from the disciplines that keep

them spiritually alert. Isolation often precedes collapse.

B. Enticed

The term refers to bait. Lust never presents consequences. It

promises satisfaction without cost.

Bait never reveals the hook. Desire never advertises death. It

magnifies pleasure and hides aftermath. Lust speaks in the language

of immediacy: now, relief, fulfillment, escape.

James makes clear that desire itself is not neutral once it is fixed on

what God forbids. When desire is allowed to dwell, it begins to

deceive.

C. Conception and birth

James describes sin as a process, not a moment. Desire conceives.

Sin is born. Over time, sin matures. The end is always death—

spiritual separation and destruction.

James deliberately chooses biological imagery because it

communicates inevitability. Once conception occurs, birth follows

unless interrupted. Likewise, once desire is welcomed and

entertained, sin follows with grim predictability.
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Sin does not accidentally ruin lives. It follows a predictable path

when allowed to grow.

James earlier described another process in this chapter: trials

producing endurance, and endurance producing maturity ( James

1:2–4). Here he presents the opposite path. One path leads to

completeness; the other leads to death. No third path exists.

Word Focus

TERM GREEK MEANING EXPLANATION

Carried 

away

ἐξελκόμενος 
(exelkomenos)

Drawn out Removal from protection 

and restraint.

Enticed δελεαζόμενος 
(deleazomenos)

Baited Attracted by desire without 

seeing the danger.

Full-

grown

ἀποτελεσθεῖσα 

(apotelestheisa)

Brought to 

completion

Sin always finishes its work 

if unchecked.

James’s wording denies the idea of “harmless sin.” Sin matures. If it

is not killed early, it completes its work. Spiritual death is not

sudden; it is cultivated.

Key Takeaways

Sin begins long before the act.

Lust is not a victim; it is the driver.
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James exposes temptation as an internal process that escalates when

desire is indulged. The earlier temptation is confronted, the weaker

it is. The longer it is entertained, the more inevitable the outcome

becomes. Responsibility rests not at the point of action, but at the

moment desire is allowed to linger.

Module 02 – Workbook

Word Study

The purpose of this word study is not vocabulary accumulation but

moral clarity. James chose these terms to remove ambiguity. Each

word narrows escape routes for self-justification and strengthens

personal responsibility.

GREEK ENGLISH MEANING EXPLANATION

πειράζω 

(peirazō)

Tempted To test or 

solicit to evil

Used in two senses: God tests 

(v. 2), but never tempts to evil 

(v. 13).

δελεάζω 

(deleazō)

Enticed To bait a hook The lure used to deceive the 

prey (v. 14).

ἀποκυέω 

(apokueō)

Brings forth To give birth The final result of mature sin is 

death (v. 15).

Unchecked desire always moves toward death.

WORKBOOK
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GREEK ENGLISH MEANING EXPLANATION

πατρὶ τῶν 

φώτων
Father of 

lights

Creator of stars God is the source of all light 

and goodness, without shadow 

(v. 17).

Together, these words form a closed system. Temptation does not

originate in God, does not act randomly, and does not end neutrally.

Each term tightens the logical chain from desire to outcome.

Reflection and Application Questions

These questions are diagnostic, not academic. They are designed to

expose patterns of thinking before patterns of behavior take over.

Honest answers require resisting defensiveness.

1. Why does James insist that God never tempts anyone to evil,

even though He clearly tests believers?

2. How does blaming God for temptation distort our view of His

character?

3. What makes personal desire the real starting point of sin rather

than external circumstances?
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4. Why is the fishing metaphor (enticed and dragged away)

especially fitting for how temptation works?

5. Trace the progression James describes in verse 15. Why is it

dangerous to treat early-stage desire as harmless?

6. How does viewing sin as a “birth process” change the way you

fight it?

7. What lies do we tell ourselves to keep desire alive instead of

killing it early?

8. How does the unchanging goodness of God (v. 17) expose the

deception that sin will satisfy?
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Each question presses the same truth from a different angle:

temptation loses power when desire is named, owned, and

confronted early in light of God’s goodness.

Self-Assessment

This section measures patterns, not perfection. Growth begins with

accuracy. Inflated scores reveal denial; deflated scores reveal despair.

Honest scores reveal where grace must be applied.

9. Why does James place the truth of God’s good gifts right after

the warning about sin’s deadly outcome?

10. If believers are “first fruits” of God’s new creation (v. 18), what

responsibility does that place on us when facing temptation?

11. How can gratitude for God’s perfect gifts weaken the pull of

sinful desires?
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Rate yourself honestly using the scale below: 1 = Rarely true, 5 =

Consistently true.

STATEMENT 1 2 3 4 5

I accept full responsibility for my sin without 

shifting blame to God or circumstances.

I recognize my specific desires that most often 

lead me toward sin.

I interrupt the early stages of temptation 

rather than allowing desire to grow.

I view every good gift in my life as coming 

from God’s unchanging hand.

I fight temptation by reminding myself that 

sin always ends in death.

Low scores identify where desire is still driving decisions. High

scores identify habits that must be protected. Both require vigilance.

Journal Prompt

Writing slows the mind and exposes patterns desire tries to keep

vague. This exercise forces temptation into the light, where it loses

strength.

Identify one desire that has repeatedly drawn you toward sin.

Trace its path: How does it begin as a thought or feeling? What lure
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does it use? Where has it led when you have followed it?

Now contrast that path with the truth of verses 17–18: What good

gift from the Father of lights meets the legitimate need behind that

desire?

Write a specific prayer confessing ownership of the desire and

asking for grace to kill it early while pursuing God’s better gift.

Write your journal entry here...

James does not train Christians to manage temptation. He trains

them to understand it, expose it, and confront it before it matures.

Victory is not found in stronger willpower, but in clearer vision—

seeing desire for what it is and God for who He is.

Module 02 – Personal Reflection

Pray over James 1:13–18 and write a personal commitment to own

your desires, refuse blame-shifting, and trust God’s unchanging

JOURNAL
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Module 03 – Faith That Listens and Lives

Wake-Up Call: Hearing Can Damn You

James does not warn pagans here. He warns people sitting under

God’s Word.

If you can listen, nod, agree, feel religious, and then walk out

unchanged, James calls that self-deception. That is not “immaturity.”

That is spiritual fraud—lying to your own soul.

James 1:19–27 presses a hard truth: the Word that you receive is

either going to rule you, or it is going to expose you. If the Word

does not produce obedience, it will produce judgment.

There is no safe middle ground in this passage: you are either a doer

of the word, or you are a hearer who deludes himself.

Memory Verse

James 1:22 (NASB 1995) — “But prove yourselves doers of the

word, and not merely hearers who delude themselves.”

LESSON
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Immediate Pressure from the Verse

Immediate pressure from the verse: James does not say “consider

becoming doers.” He says “prove yourselves.” The command is not

theoretical. The command demands evidence.

What Is at Stake

What is at stake: “hearers who delude themselves” means the danger

is not simply disobedience. It is self-deception—thinking you are

right with God because you have exposure to God’s Word.

Learning Objectives

Learning Objectives Note

Note: Every objective here is action-oriented. James is not training

your opinions. James is pressing your will.

Distinguish between hearing Scripture and obeying it.

Explain how disobedience results in self-deception.

Contrast shallow exposure to God’s Word with sustained

obedience.

Define pure and undefiled religion in practical terms.

Commit to a faith that acts decisively on God’s commands.
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Introduction: The Inevitable Crisis of the Car Key

James has already shown that real faith survives trials and refuses to

blame God for temptation. Now he addresses what happens

immediately after hearing God’s Word. This is where many

Christians stall.

A sermon heard or a passage read does nothing by itself. Truth

becomes effective only when obedience is required. At that moment,

faith either moves forward or proves empty. James dismantles the

false comfort of religious knowledge that never reaches the will.

This section forces an honest question: is our religion active service

to God, or is it self-deception dressed in familiarity with Scripture?

The “Car Key” Crisis Explained

The “car key” crisis is not about convenience. It is about decision.

When James commands you to be quick to hear, slow to speak, slow

to anger, he is exposing whether you will submit when your

emotions are hot and your mouth wants to take control.

James is not describing personality types. He is describing spiritual

posture. This is what obedience looks like before you ever “do”

anything outward: humble reception of God’s Word.
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I. Swift to Hear, Slow to Speak, Slow to Wrath

Text: James 1:19–21 (NASB 1995)

James begins with posture. Receiving God’s Word requires humility

and restraint. Being quick to hear means readiness to submit, not

eagerness to argue. This attitude must be guarded by slow speech

and controlled anger.

Human anger cannot produce God’s righteousness because it seeks

control, not obedience. Unchecked emotion blocks submission to

God’s instruction.

James commands Christians to put aside moral filth and persistent

evil habits. This is decisive action. Only then can the Word take root.

The implanted Word saves only when it is received with humility

and allowed to rule.

Verse-by-Verse Exposition: James 1:19

“quick to hear” is not “quick to gather information.” It is quick to

receive instruction. It is a readiness to be corrected by God.

“slow to speak” means your mouth does not lead your life. If your

words run first, your repentance will always run late.

“slow to anger” does not mean “never feel anger.” It means you do

not let anger govern your reactions, your speech, or your decisions.
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Cross-reference (explained): Ecclesiastes 5:1–2. The Preacher says

we must “draw near to listen” rather than rush our words before

God. The principle matches James: speech can become a substitute

for submission. When you talk fast, you often stop listening—

especially to God.

Cross-reference (explained): Proverbs 14:29. The proverb says the

one who is slow to anger has great understanding. This is not

“emotional intelligence” as a gimmick. It is spiritual wisdom:

restraint keeps you from sin, and it keeps you teachable.

Verse-by-Verse Exposition: James 1:20

“the anger of man does not achieve the righteousness of God”

means human anger cannot produce what God requires. It may feel

“justified,” but James says it still fails as a tool for righteousness.

What anger does: anger aims at control and retaliation. Even when

the cause is real, anger tends to take the steering wheel and push

obedience out of the driver’s seat.

Cross-reference (explained): Romans 12:19. Paul commands

Christians not to take their own revenge, because vengeance belongs

to God. That is James 1:20 in practice: the moment you try to

“achieve righteousness” through your anger, you replace God’s

judgment with your own.

Cross-reference (explained): Ephesians 4:26–27. Paul recognizes

anger can happen (“be angry”), but he warns against giving the devil
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an opportunity. James supplies the reason: human anger cannot

produce God’s righteousness, so if anger remains, it becomes an

opening for sin.

Verse-by-Verse Exposition: James 1:21

“putting aside” is decisive. It is not “manage your sin.” It is remove it,

lay it down, strip it off.

“all filthiness and all that remains of wickedness” presses total war

on sin. James is not talking about “small issues.” He is talking about

moral uncleanness that blocks spiritual reception.

“in humility receive the word implanted” means the Word must be

welcomed as master, not treated as a guest. Humility is not a feeling;

it is submission.

“which is able to save your souls” is not automatic salvation. James is

describing what the Word can do when it is received and obeyed.

The Word saves in the path of humble submission, not in the path

of stubborn exposure.

Cross-reference (explained): 1 Peter 2:1–2. Peter tells Christians to

“put aside” malice, deceit, hypocrisy, envy, and slander, and then long

for the Word “so that by it you may grow in respect to salvation.”

That is the same logic as James: remove what corrupts, then receive

the Word, then grow in the obedience that leads to salvation.
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Key Takeaways ( James 1:19–21)

Module 03 – Workbook

How to use this workbook section: Do not answer these like you are

completing paperwork. Treat every question like a mirror. If the

Word showed something, write what you saw—and then write what

you will do.

Word Study

GREEK ENGLISH MEANING EXPLANATION

ταχύς (takhys) Quick Swift, rapid Ready to absorb 

instruction (v. 19).

βραδύς 
(bradys)

Slow Deliberate, tardy Necessary self-

restraint for speech 

and temper (v. 19).

Listening to God requires restraint of both mouth and

temper.

Anger blocks obedience even when it feels justified.

The Word saves those who submit, not those who argue.

WORKBOOK
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GREEK ENGLISH MEANING EXPLANATION

ἐργάζομαι 
(ergazomai)

Achieve/Work To labor, accomplish The active verb 

showing man's 

anger falls short of 

God's perfect will (v

20).

ῥυπαρία 

(rhyparia)

Filthiness Moral uncleanness, 

inner depravity

The spiritual dirt 

that must be 

consciously put awa

(v. 21).

ἔμφυτον 

(emphuton)

Implanted Inborn, deeply rooted Describes the Word

having taken 

permanent residence

in the soul (v. 21).

ἀκροατής 
(akroatēs)

Hearer One who listens 

(passively)

The one who hears a

sermon but stops 

there, failing to act 

(v. 22).

ποιητής 
(poiētēs)

Doer One who 

executes/makes/performs

The one who 

actively follows 

through on the 

Word's commands 

(v. 22).

παραλογίζομαι 
(paralogizomai)

Delude To reason falsely, trick 

oneself

The self-deception 

of assuming 

listening equals 

obedience (v. 22).

παρακύπτω 

(parakyptō)

Look intently To stoop/peer over/gaze 

closely

The sustained, 

focused study 

required for 

obedience (v. 25).

τέλειος 
ἐλευθερία 

(teleios 
eleutheria)

Perfect law of 

liberty

Complete, faultless 

freedom

The Gospel, which 

both frees and binds

the disciple to 

holiness (v. 25).
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GREEK ENGLISH MEANING EXPLANATION

χαλιναγωγῶν 

(chalinagōgōn)

Bridle To hold in check, rein The primary 

metaphor for 

rigorous control ove

the tongue (v. 26).

θρησκεία 

(thrēskeia)

Religion Outward religious 

service/worship

The external actions

that define true 

Christianity (v. 27).

ἄσπιλος 
(aspilos)

Unstained Spotless, unpolluted The demand for 

moral separation 

from the world's 

influence (v. 27).

Use the word study correctly: do not treat Greek like trivia. Let each

word sharpen obedience. If the Word says “bridle,” then ask where

your mouth runs loose and what concrete restraint looks like this

week.

Reflection and Application Questions

Why does James place “quick to hear, slow to speak, slow to

anger” in this exact order?
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How does failure to listen well directly feed unrighteous anger?

Why does human anger never produce the righteousness God

requires?

What kinds of “filthiness and wickedness” most often block the

implanted word from taking root in us?

How can a person receive the word with meekness yet still

remain a hearer only?
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What forms of self-deception allow us to think hearing the

word is the same as doing it?

Describe the difference between glancing at a mirror and gazing

intently into the perfect law of liberty.

Why does continued, active obedience bring blessing while

casual hearing brings none?

If an unbridled tongue makes one’s religion worthless, what

does that reveal about the connection between words and the
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heart?

Why does James define pure religion by caring for orphans and

widows and keeping oneself unstained from the world?

How do these three marks—controlled speech, active care for

the vulnerable, and separation from the world—protect and

prove genuine faith?

Hard rule from James: every honest answer must end with an

obedience decision. If you only diagnose, you are still staring into

the mirror and walking away.
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Self-Assessment

Rate yourself honestly using the scale below: 1 = Rarely true, 5 =

Consistently true.

STATEMENT 1 2 3 4 5

I listen carefully before responding in 

conversations.

I restrain my words and temper when 

provoked.

I receive God’s word with humility and put 

away known sin.

I act on what I hear from Scripture rather 

than merely agreeing with it.

I actively care for the vulnerable and keep 

myself separate from worldly values.

Do not lie here. James’s whole warning is about self-deception. If

you inflate your score, you are practicing the very sin the module

condemns.

Module 03 – Journal

JOURNAL
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Reflect on a recent situation where you were quick to speak or

become angry instead of quick to hear.

What did your response reveal about your heart?

Identify one specific area of “filthiness” or remaining sin you need to

lay aside in order to receive the implanted word more fully.

Write out a practical step you will take this week to bridle your

tongue, to care personally for someone vulnerable, or to separate

from a worldly influence—and explain how that step flows from

gazing into the perfect law of liberty.

Final instruction for the journal: name the sin plainly, name the

obedience plainly, and name the time and place you will obey. “I

should” is not repentance. “I will” is the beginning of obedience.
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Module 04 – Faith Without Favoritism

Memory Verse

James 2:12 (NASB 1995) — “So speak and so act as those who

are to be judged by the law of liberty.”

Learning Objectives

Each learning objective in this module presses toward one central

question:

Does faith in Christ actually reshape how Christians evaluate

people?

Favoritism is not merely a failure of kindness. It is a failure of

alignment—alignment between confession and conduct, between

doctrine and daily life.

Introduction: The Sin of Selective Love

LESSON
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The early church gathered without buildings, budgets, or social

power. Believers met in homes and courtyards, often under pressure,

sometimes in poverty. Into those assemblies walked people from

very different worlds—laborers, widows, merchants, landowners,

servants.

James writes to Christians who live in a world of sharp social

stratification. Wealth, honor, and power determine access, influence,

and protection. The early Christian assemblies did not escape that

pressure simply because they confessed Christ. The danger James

exposes is not persecution from outside, but contamination from

within—allowing the world’s value system to shape Christian

behavior.

James exposes a sin that thrives wherever people gather: selective

love. We treat people differently based on what we see—money,

influence, usefulness, respectability.

Selective love feels efficient. It feels prudent. It feels harmless. But

James treats it as faith-corrupting because it trains Christians to see

people the way the world sees them, not the way God does.

James does not call this bad manners or poor judgment. He calls it

sin. Favoritism is not merely unkind; it is unfaithful. The cross

declares every soul equally needy and equally accountable. Partiality

quietly denies that truth.
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This is a crucial theological move. James roots the sin of favoritism

in the meaning of the cross. At the cross:

Favoritism quietly re-introduces distinctions the cross has already

demolished.

I. The Setting: Two Visitors, One Heart Test

Text: James 2:1–4 (NASB 1995)

Before James gives an example, he issues a command, not a

suggestion.

James begins with a command: believers must not hold faith in “our

glorious Lord Jesus Christ” while practicing personal favoritism.

Faith in Christ and favoritism are presented as mutually exclusive.

James does not say favoritism weakens faith; he says it contradicts

faith. The grammar implies incompatibility. You cannot carry both

without tearing one apart.

No one brings leverage.

No one brings status.

No one negotiates terms.
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Faith and the Lord of Glory

The phrase “our glorious Lord Jesus Christ” is not decorative. James

deliberately places glory next to Jesus to heighten the contrast that

will follow.

Jesus is:

To show favoritism based on wealth or appearance is to assign glory

where God has not.

The Meaning of Favoritism

The word translated favoritism is προσώπολημψία

(prosōpolēmpsia), literally “receiving the face.” It means judging a

person by what is visible—appearance, status, clothing, or perceived

value—rather than by who they are before God.

This word comes from a Hebrew idiom meaning “to lift up the

face.” In Scripture, God repeatedly declares that He does not do this

(Deuteronomy 10:17; Acts 10:34; Romans 2:11). Favoritism, then, is

not merely unfair—it is ungodlike.

Christians who practice favoritism are imitating the world, not

God.

The Lord who now reigns.

The One exalted by God.

The One before whom all human glory collapses.
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The Scene James Describes

James paints a simple scene. Two men enter the assembly. One

wears gold rings and fine clothes (λαμπρὰ ἐσθής, bright or shining

garments). The other wears filthy clothing (ῥυπαρά, dirty, stained,

neglected). The congregation honors one and humiliates the other.

James chooses details that immediately communicate status:

This is not accidental. James wants the reader to feel the pull of the

moment. This is exactly where favoritism thrives—in split-second

judgments that feel natural and justified.

The Real Issue: The Heart

James does not ask how this looks to outsiders. He asks what it

reveals inside.

The problem is not optics. The problem is motivation.

Partiality exposes hearts that have become judges with evil motives

(v.4). When believers evaluate people by appearance, they deny the

Lord whose glory is not measured by outward splendor.

Gold rings were symbols of rank and influence.

Shining garments suggested wealth, success, and social safety.

Filthy clothing suggested vulnerability, burden, and

inconvenience.
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To judge by appearance is to adopt the world’s criteria for worth.

That makes Christians functional judges, assigning value where God

has not.

James’s charge is severe: such judging is driven by evil reasoning—

reasoning that is twisted because it forgets the gospel.

Favoritism is not neutral. It announces that we value what the world

values—and that is a betrayal of faith in the Lord of glory.

Little Big Truths

Favoritism preaches a gospel of status, not salvation.

Every seating decision, every tone shift, every preference

communicates a theology—even when no words are spoken.

How we seat people reveals who we honor.

Honor is never neutral. It always reflects what we believe carries

weight.

Module 04 – Workbook

WORKBOOK
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Word Study

GREEK ENGLISH MEANING EXPLANATION

προσωπολημψία 

(prosōpolēmpsia)

Favoritism Receiving the 

face

Judging by outward 

appearance rather than 

true worth (v. 1).

λαμπρὰ (lamprā) Fine/Shining Bright, 

splendid

Clothing that signals 

wealth and status (v. 2).

ῥυπαρὰ (rhypara) Filthy Dirty, stained Clothing that signals 

poverty and low status (v. 

2).

βασιλικόν 

(basilikon)

Royal Belonging to 

the king

The law of love as the 

supreme kingdom ethic 

(v. 8).

Reflection and Application Questions

Why does James place the command against favoritism

immediately after the discussion of trials and wisdom?
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How does the title “our glorious Lord Jesus Christ” intensify the

offense of favoritism?

What makes “receiving the face” an accurate description of how

favoritism operates in daily life?

Why is favoritism not merely rude but a direct contradiction of

faith in Christ?

How does God’s choice of the poor expose the spiritual danger

of honoring the rich?
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What irony does James highlight in verses 6–7?

Why is the Royal Law called “royal,” and how does favoritism

violate it?

How does James’s argument about the unity of the law prevent

selective obedience?

What does it mean to speak and act as those judged by the law

of liberty?
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How does mercy “triumph” over judgment, and why is lack of

mercy evidence of misunderstood grace?

Self-Assessment

Rate yourself honestly using the scale below: 1 = Rarely true, 5 =

Consistently true.

STATEMENT 1 2 3 4 5

I treat all people with equal dignity regardless 

of appearance or status.

I am conscious of how my actions might 

communicate preference or judgment.

I show practical mercy to those who can offer 

me nothing in return.

I guard against fear-driven decisions that 

favor the powerful.

I live aware that mercy shown now shapes 

judgment received later.
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Journal Prompt

Identify a recent situation where you showed (or failed to show)

equal dignity to someone based on appearance, status, or usefulness.

How did your action (or inaction) reflect the Royal Law of love?

What fear or desire drove the partiality?

Write a prayer confessing any favoritism and asking for grace to see

people as God sees them—equally in need of mercy and equally

valuable in Christ.

Write your journal entry here...

Module 04 – Personal Reflection

Pray over James 2:1–13 and write a personal commitment to reject

favoritism, show mercy freely, and live as one judged by the law of

JOURNAL
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Module 05 – Faith That Works

Memory Verse

James 2:17 (NASB 1995) — “Even so faith, if it has no

works, is dead, being by itself.”

Learning Objectives

LESSON

Explain why faith without obedience is spiritually dead, not

merely immature.

Demonstrate how works function as the visible evidence of

invisible faith.

Analyze Abraham and Rahab as complementary proofs of

obedient faith.

Distinguish between intellectual belief and saving, obedient

trust.

Evaluate personal faith claims in light of Scripture’s demands.
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Introduction: The Most Dangerous Illusion

Imagine claiming fire insurance while letting your house burn

unchecked. That is the absurdity of professed faith without obedient

action. James now confronts one of the most destructive religious

errors: the belief that faith can exist apart from obedience. This

illusion feels safe because it allows agreement without submission,

confession without cost, and belief without change.

In a world where "belief " often means mere mental nod to facts,

James demolishes that notion. Modern Christianity too often

peddles a "belief-only" gospel that promises heaven without

transformation, assurance without evidence. But James, echoing his

half-brother Jesus, insists: words alone deceive. True faith acts

because it trusts a commanding God.

James does not argue against faith; he defines it. He does not lower

the standard of belief; he exposes counterfeit belief. The issue is not

faith versus works, but living faith versus dead profession. A faith

that never acts is not waiting to mature—it is already dead.

This strikes at false assurance propping up empty pews. If your

"faith" never risks, never obeys costly commands, James warns:

examine it now, before the final test exposes it as fraud.

James presses the question that cuts through every generation: Does

your faith move you, or merely comfort you?
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Martin Luther dismissed James as "straw" for clashing with his view

of Paul, even barring students from studying it. Yet James anchors in

Old Testament examples, showing faith as active trust, not passive

assent. This confronts "easy believism" head-on: demons "believe"

facts and tremble—yet remain lost.

I. What Good Is a Dead Faith?

Text: James 2:14–17 (NASB 1995)

James begins with a claim, not a confession: “If someone says he has

faith.” The verb matters. This is spoken faith, not proven faith. The

question that follows—“Can that faith save him?”—expects a

decisive no.

Verse 14 opens with two rhetorical questions, assuming negative

answers. "What good is it?" demands: none. "Can such faith save?"

No—because professed faith without action lacks life. James uses

"says" (lego) to highlight mere verbal claim, not demonstrated

reality.

The illustration is simple and devastating. A brother or sister lacks

food and clothing. The response is religious language without
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righteous action: “Go in peace, be warmed and filled.” Words

replace obedience. Compassion is verbalized but never materialized.

This analogy underscores uselessness: just as pious dismissal fails the

needy, so claimed faith fails the claimant. The Greek "houtos" ("even

so") links it precisely—not equating works to charity, but showing

any profession without practice is empty. Real obedience here would

meet the need; real faith acts on God's word.

James’ conclusion is blunt: faith without works is dead (pistis nekra).

Not sick. Not weak. Dead. A corpse may look peaceful, but it has no

life.

In context, this flows from chapter 1's "doers of the word." Cause:

inactive faith dies. Effect: no salvation. In real life, obedience looks

like hearing God's command (e.g., care for needy) and doing it

promptly, sacrificially.

Cross-reference: Matthew 7:21–23. Jesus warns: "Not everyone who

says 'Lord, Lord' will enter the kingdom, but he who does the

Father's will." He exegetes: many profess, prophesy, even miracle-

work in His name—yet are rejected as "workers of lawlessness." This

reinforces James: profession without obedience leads to shocking

rejection. Scripture harmony: faith saves when it submits.

Greek insight: "Erga" (works) echoes "ergonomics"—human actions

fitted to purpose. Faith without erga misfits God's design, proving

useless.
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Pastoral warning: Examine claims. If faith never moves you to obey

(e.g., forgive, give, endure), it deceives. Repent—act now.

Little Big Truths

II. Show Me: The Visible Proof

Text: James 2:18–20 (NASB 1995)

James now challenges the impossible separation of faith and works.

“Show me your faith without the works.” That command cannot be

fulfilled. Faith is invisible unless it acts.

Dead faith sounds spiritual but costs nothing.

Sympathy without sacrifice is not biblical compassion.

Faith that saves always moves the hands and feet.

James's word order ends v. 17 with "dead" for punch—final,

emphatic verdict.

Rhetorical traps: questions expose self-deception; assume "no

good," forcing agreement.

Analogy clarifies: not "works of love" define faith, but illustrate

principle—profession alone fails.

75



Verse 18 imagines an objector: "You have faith; I have works." James

rejects dividing them—faith must demonstrate itself. "Deixon"

("show") demands evidence; invisible faith proves nothing.

Even demons believe (pisteuousin). They acknowledge truth,

recognize authority, and tremble in fear. Yet they remain rebels.

Their belief produces terror, not obedience. James’ point is sharp:

belief alone is not saving faith.

Verse 19 mocks monotheistic creed: "You believe God is one? Good

—even demons do that and shudder." "Shudder" (phrissousin)

pictures bristling horror; correct doctrine without submission avails

nothing.

True faith submits. It obeys. It aligns the will with God’s command.

Works do not replace faith; they reveal it.

Logical flow: Claim (14) to illustration (15-16) to assertion (17)

now to dialogue exposing absurdity. Cause: separating faith/works.

Effect: demonic-level "belief."

Real-life obedience: Risk allegiance, like hiding spies or offering

Isaac—acts proving trust.

Cross-reference: Romans 2:13. Paul exegetes: "Not hearers of the

law are just before God, but doers will be justified." Reinforces

James: justification requires obedient response, not mere hearing.

Harmony: Paul condemns hypocrisy; James demands evidence.
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Greek insight: Alliteration in v. 18 ("echein... erga echo") repeats

sounds, emphasizing inseparable unity—faith "has" works.

Pastoral application: Audit life—does faith show in decisions

costing comfort?

Little Big Truths

III. Faith Perfected by Obedience

Text: James 2:21–26 (NASB 1995)

James turns to Abraham, not to undermine faith, but to defend it.

Abraham believed God in Genesis 15, but his faith reached

Faith that cannot be seen cannot be trusted.

Demons believe facts; Christians obey truth.

What you do reveals what you trust.

Rhetorical trap: Objector (vv. 18-19) unwittingly aids James,

admitting demonstration requires works.

Word order: "One God" creed first, then "shudder"—subtle jab

at creed-without-deed.

Evidential justification: Not legal standing, but visible

vindication before others.
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maturity when he obeyed God in Genesis 22. Scripture says faith

was perfected (eteleiōthē)—brought to completion—by obedience.

Verse 21: "Justified by works" when offering Isaac. Not

contradicting Paul—evidential, not legal justification.

Faith and works are described as working together (synergei). They

are not enemies competing for credit; they are partners producing

righteousness. Faith initiates. Obedience completes.

Verse 22: "Synergei" (co-operates)—faith/works synergize, like

body/spirit.

Rahab stands beside Abraham as equal testimony. Different

background. Different status. Same obedience. Her faith acted

before victory was visible. She risked her life because she trusted

God’s promise.

In James 2, James does not rely on a single example to make his

case. He presents two witnesses: Abraham and Rahab. This is

intentional. Together, they form a complete testimony to the nature

of living faith. Abraham represents the covenant insider—the

patriarch, circumcised, promised, and publicly recognized as

righteous. Rahab stands at the opposite end—Gentile, woman,

morally compromised, and outside the covenant community. By

placing these two side by side, James removes every attempt to limit

justification to lineage, status, or reputation. Faith that justifies is not

restricted to ancestry or religious standing; it is demonstrated
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through obedient response to God. James’s argument collapses if

faith only works for Abraham-like figures. Rahab proves that

obedience is the evidence of faith regardless of background.

Rahab’s confession in Joshua 2 shows informed, decisive trust: she

knew the Lord’s acts at the Red Sea and over kings; she declared

His sovereignty over heaven and earth. Her works—receiving the

spies and sending them another way—were acts of allegiance,

breaking with Jericho and choosing Israel’s God at great personal

risk. The scarlet cord marked her house as a refuge under judgment,

received through obedience. Rahab proves that saving faith acts on

God’s revealed word, even when circumstances offer no guarantee.

James’ conclusion is unavoidable: faith without works is dead, just as

the body without the spirit is dead.

Verse 26: Body-spirit analogy—separate, death ensues. So faith

minus obedience.

Logical flow: Examples prove assertion. Cause: Obedient risk.

Effect: Completed faith, friendship with God.

Real-life: Obey commands like forgive (Matt 6:14–15)—release

grudges, or faith remains incomplete.

Cross-reference: Genesis 22. God tests Abraham: "Take your son...

offer him." Abraham obeys, rising early, journeying, binding Isaac.

Angel stops: "Now I know you fear God." Exegeted: Test reveals
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completed faith—obedience proves trust. Reinforces James: Action

matures belief.

Joshua 2: Rahab hides spies, confesses Lord's deeds, risks treason.

Exegeted: Faith acts pre-victory, defying city for God. Harmony:

Outsiders enter by obedient faith.

Hebrews 11:17–19, 31. Abraham "offered Isaac... reasoning God

could raise dead." Rahab "welcomed spies." Exegeted: Hall of faith

lists both—obedience evidences trust, not mere facts.

Greek insight: Assonance in v. 22 ("synergei... ergois")—vowel

repetition ties cooperation tightly.

Pastoral warning: Delayed obedience is disobedience—act on

known truth, or faith atrophies.

Little Big Truths

Obedience is faith reaching adulthood.

God is not impressed by claims, only by trust that obeys.

Faith that refuses to act will eventually stop believing.

Two witnesses: Insider/outsider remove excuses—faith works

across barriers.

Rhetorical: James contrasts "good man/bad woman" (Pawson)—

both risk future, proving active faith.

Evidential vs legal: James's "justified" shows righteousness;

Paul's imputes it—complementary.
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cssclass: jw-module jw-workbook

Module 05 – Workbook

Word Study

GREEK ENGLISH MEANING EXPLANATION

πίστις 

(pistis)
Faith Trust Reliance that results in obedience. 

Not mere assent but active 

allegiance—demons have facts, 

Christians have submission.

νεκρά 

(nekra)

Dead Lifeless Profession without action. Like 

corpse: appears intact but 

powerless. Alliteration with "arga" 

(useless) in v. 20 emphasizes futility.

ἔργον 

(ergon)

Work Deed Obedient response to God. Not 

"good works" (love) but faith-works 

(risky trust); erga as "actions" fits 

human purpose to divine command.

συνεργεῖ 
(synergei)

Works With Cooperates Faith and obedience acting 

together. Synergy: mutual energy, 

like body/spirit—separation kills. 

Assonance ties to "ergois."

WORKBOOK
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Reflection and Application Questions

Why is the idea of “faith alone” appealing to human nature?

How does James’ use of Abraham challenge the idea that

obedience is optional?

What is the difference between obeying to earn salvation and

obeying because of faith?

Why does James deliberately include Rahab alongside

Abraham?
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How does demon “belief ” expose shallow definitions of faith

today?

What dangers arise when churches redefine faith as mere

agreement?

Self-Assessment

Rate yourself honestly using the scale below: 1 = Rarely true, 5 =

Consistently true.

STATEMENT 1 2 3 4 5

I act on God’s Word without prolonged 

resistance.
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STATEMENT 1 2 3 4 5

I obey even when it requires sacrifice.

Others can see my faith through my actions.

My faith shapes daily decisions, not just 

beliefs.

Journal Prompt

James says faith without works is dead.

Write without rushing:

End by writing a prayer committing one specific act of obedience—

not someday, but soon.

Where does your faith speak loudly but act quietly?

What command of Christ have you delayed obeying—and why?

What would change this week if you acted on what you already

know?
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cssclass: jw-module jw-lesson

Module 06 – Speaking Wisely

Memory Verse

James 3:9–10 (NASB 1995) — “With it we bless our Lord

and Father, and with it we curse men, who have been made

in the likeness of God; from the same mouth come both

blessing and cursing. My brethren, these things ought not to

be this way.”

This verse captures the essence of the contradiction in speech. James

highlights the absurdity of using the same tongue to praise God and

demean people made in his image. Such inconsistency reveals a

divided heart, undermining the integrity of one's faith.

Learning Objectives

LESSON

Recognize the tongue’s immense power to direct and destroy.

Explain why teachers bear greater judgment.

Identify the contradiction of mixed speech from the same

mouth.
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Introduction: The Untamable Tongue

The rabbi was an honored position in ancient Judaism, and early

Christians faced similar temptations to seek prominence through

teaching. James warns against presuming to teach without self-

control, as the tongue reveals the heart's true state. Having

established that true faith works, James proceeds to examine one of

the clearest tests of living faith: speech. If faith reshapes the whole

person, it must reach the tongue.

Words are not trivial. They reveal the heart, direct the course of life,

and can ignite destruction. James offers no easy solution—only

sober warning and divine dependence.

The tongue is small but disproportionately powerful. Uncontrolled

speech exposes immaturity; disciplined speech proves maturity. This

section echoes Old Testament wisdom on speech habits, where the

tongue's power for harm is a recurring theme, showing a divided

heart leads to inconsistent words.

Apply biblical principles for taming the tongue.

Commit to speech that reflects a heart transformed by grace.
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The uncontrolled tongue not only harms others but defiles the

speaker, setting life's course ablaze from hell itself. True control

comes only through submission to God, aligning speech with his

will.

I. Greater Judgment for Teachers

Text: James 3:1–2 (NASB 1995)

James begins with a warning: not many should become teachers.

Teachers shape belief and behavior, so they face stricter judgment.

Verse 1: "Not many of you should become teachers, my brothers."

The imperative curbs eagerness for the role, common in Judaism

where rabbis were revered. Jesus warned against titles like "Rabbi"

(Matthew 23:8-10), emphasizing one Teacher. Teachers incur

stricter judgment because their words influence many, amplifying

any error.

Everyone stumbles, but maturity is marked by control over speech.

The one who does not stumble in word is a perfect man, able to

bridle the whole body.
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Verse 2: "We all stumble in many ways." James includes himself

with "we," showing humility. Stumbling refers to moral failings,

especially in speech. "Perfect" (teleios) means mature, complete.

Bridling the tongue demonstrates self-mastery, as the tongue is

hardest to control.

Logical flow: Eagerness to teach ignores the risk of stumbling in

word, leading to greater condemnation.

Cause: Loose speech from teachers spreads error. Effect: Harsher

judgment.

Real-life obedience: Teachers prepare diligently, speak humbly, and

model self-control, avoiding careless words that harm hearers.

Cross-reference: Matthew 12:36-37. Jesus warns every careless word

will be judged, exegeting accountability for speech. This reinforces

James: Teachers, using many words, face amplified scrutiny.

Harmony: Words reveal the heart; uncontrolled speech condemns.

Greek insight: "Didaskalos" (teacher) overlaps with leaders, but

James warns against hasty assumption, as teaching demands

wisdom.

Pastoral warning: Aspiring teachers, examine motives. Seek God's

call, not status, lest stricter judgment fall.
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Little Big Truths

II. Small Things, Great Power

Text: James 3:3–5 (NASB 1995)

James uses two illustrations: the bit in a horse’s mouth and the

rudder on a ship. Small instruments direct large bodies.

Verse 3: Bits in horses' mouths make them obey, turning the whole

animal. The bit, small yet pivotal, controls the powerful horse.

Verse 4: Ships, large and wind-driven, are steered by a small rudder

wherever the pilot directs. Despite size and storms, the tiny rudder

governs direction.

Teaching demands humility, as James includes himself in

"we all stumble."

Maturity begins with speech control, a subtle test often

ignored.

Jewish honor for rabbis tempted presumption; James

counters with divine accountability.

"Teleios" echoes James 1:4—perfection through trials

includes tongue mastery.
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The tongue is a small member but boasts great things. It can set

direction for an entire life.

Verse 5a: "The tongue is a small part of the body, but it makes great

boasts." Boasting highlights disproportionate influence.

Logical flow: As bit and rudder control large entities, the tongue

directs life despite its size.

Cause: Small things leverage great power. Effect: Uncontrolled

tongue leads to ruin.

Real-life obedience: Pause before speaking, weighing words' impact

on relationships and decisions.

Cross-reference: Proverbs 18:21. "Death and life are in the power of

the tongue," exegeting speech's dual potential. Reinforces James:

Tongue boasts great things, for good or harm. Harmony: Wisdom

governs speech to preserve life.

Illustration: A tiny spark ignites a prairie fire, consuming vast lands

—words, once spoken, spread uncontrollably.

Greek insight: "Megalauchei" (boasts great things) uses "mega" for

magnitude, emphasizing small tongue's outsized claims.

Pastoral application: In conflicts, restrained speech prevents

escalation, fostering peace.
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Little Big Truths

III. Fire from Hell

Text: James 3:6–8 (NASB 1995)

The tongue is a fire, capable of defiling the whole body and setting

the course of life on fire. Its flame originates in hell.

Verse 6: "The tongue is a fire, a world of evil among the parts of the

body." It corrupts the whole person, sets life's course ablaze, ignited

by hell.

No human can tame the tongue. It is restless evil, full of deadly

poison. Speech can be unstable and destructive.

Horse bit reflects Jewish wisdom on restraint, often

missed.

Ship rudder alludes to Palestine's maritime trade, cultural

backdrop.

"Boasts great things" subtly mocks presumption, linking

to teachers' warning.

Illustrations build intensity: animal, vessel, then fire—

overlooked progression.
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Verse 7: Every creature—beasts, birds, reptiles, sea life—has been

tamed by man.

Verse 8: But no man tames the tongue; restless evil, poison-filled.

Logical flow: From control illustrations to untamable harm,

contrasting human dominion over creation with failure over tongue.

Cause: Tongue's evil from hell defiles. Effect: Life's wheel burns.

Real-life obedience: Seek God's help in prayer, avoiding gossip or

anger.

Cross-reference: Proverbs 16:27. "A scoundrel's speech is like

scorching fire," exegeting destructive words. Reinforces James:

Tongue as fire spreads harm. Harmony: Wisdom restrains to

prevent scorching.

Illustration: Palestinian brush fires, sparked small but consuming

hillsides in dry heat—words ignite relational devastation.

Greek insight: "Gehenna" (hell) evokes Hinnom Valley's child

sacrifices, symbolizing evil—tongue's fire demonic.

Pastoral warning: Unrestrained speech invites hell's influence;

submit to Christ for control.

Little Big Truths
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IV. The Contradiction of Mixed Speech

Text: James 3:9–12 (NASB 1995)

With the tongue we bless God and curse men made in His likeness.

Such contradiction ought not to be.

Verse 9: "With it we bless our Lord and Father, and with it we curse

men, who have been made in the likeness of God."

Nature does not produce mixed fruit: fresh water and salt cannot

flow from the same spring. Inconsistent speech reveals an

inconsistent heart.

"World of evil" echoes Jewish "world of iniquity," vast sin

in small member.

Creature taming nods to Genesis 1:26 dominion, lost

over tongue post-Fall.

"Restless" links to 1:8 unstable man—overlooked

connection.

Poison recalls serpent in Eden, cultural tie to deception's

origin.
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Verse 10: "From the same mouth come blessing and cursing. My

brothers, these things ought not to be."

Verse 11: "Does a fountain send out from the same opening both

fresh and bitter water?"

Verse 12: "Can a fig tree produce olives, or a vine figs? Nor can salt

water produce fresh."

Logical flow: Harm culminates in hypocrisy—praising God while

demeaning his image-bearers.

Cause: Divided heart yields mixed speech. Effect: Dishonors God.

Real-life obedience: Honor God's image in others through

affirming words, avoiding curses.

Cross-reference: Genesis 1:26-27. "Let us make man in our image,"

exegeting human dignity. Reinforces James: Cursing men assaults

God's likeness. Harmony: Creation mandates respect speech

upholds.

Greek insight: "Homoiosis" (likeness) from Genesis LXX—why

cursing equals assault on God.

Pastoral application: In disputes, recall opponent's divine image

before speaking.
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Little Big Truths

Module 06 Wrap-Up — Speaking Wisely

Lesson Theme: The tongue is powerful, untamable by human effort,

and reveals the heart’s true condition. Mature faith brings speech

under Christ’s control.

James echoes Jesus' warnings on words (Matthew 12:36),

emphasizing accountability. True religion restrains the tongue

( James 1:26), linking to faith's works.

"Lord and Father" unique phrase, blending sovereignty

and intimacy—overlooked.

Nature analogies echo Jesus' teaching (Matthew 7:16)—

logical tie ignored.

"Ought not" imperative presses moral necessity, cultural

shock to readers.

Salt/fresh water nods to Marah (Exodus 15:23-25)—

God sweetens bitter.
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FOCUS SUMMARY REFERENCE

Accountability Teachers face stricter judgment. James 3:1

Control Small things direct large outcomes. James 3:3–5

Danger The tongue is a destructive fire. James 3:6–8

Consistency Mixed speech is unnatural and wrong. James 3:9–12

Bridge to Module 07

James now contrasts two kinds of wisdom: earthly and heavenly.

True wisdom produces speech and life that reflect God’s character.

Module 06 – Workbook

Word Study

GREEK ENGLISH MEANING EXPLANATION

διδάσκαλος 
(didaskalos)

Teacher Instructor One who shapes the thinking 

and faith of others and 

therefore bears heavier 

accountability. (v. 1) Teachers 

overlap with leaders, but haste 

invites judgment.

χαλιναγωγέω 

(chalinagōgeō)

To Bridle Guide with a 

bit

To restrain and control; 

mastery of the tongue reflects 

mastery of the whole life. (v. 2) 

WORKBOOK
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GREEK ENGLISH MEANING EXPLANATION

Wordplay with bit illustration 

emphasizes restraint.

πλοῖον (ploion) Ship Vessel A picture of life’s direction—

small controls guide large 

outcomes. (v. 4) Alludes to 

maritime culture, showing 

wind resistance.

γέεννα 

(Gehenna)

Hell Place of 

destruction

Source imagery for corrupt 

speech; the tongue can 

become an instrument of ruin. 

(v. 6) Hinnom Valley tie 

evokes child sacrifices, 

demonic origin.

ἀκατάστατος 
(akatastatos)

Unstable Disorderly Describes speech that is 

unpredictable and spiritually 

dangerous. (v. 8) Links to 

double-mindedness (1:8), 

showing inconsistency.

Reflection and Application Questions

Why does James begin this section by warning teachers before

addressing everyone else? What does this reveal about influence

and accountability?

97



How does the metaphor of the bit and rudder challenge the

idea that words are “small” or insignificant?

In what ways can speech determine the long-term direction of a

life, family, or congregation?

Why does James connect the tongue’s destructiveness with

Gehenna rather than merely human weakness?

What does it reveal about the heart when the same mouth

blesses God and wounds people?
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How does uncontrolled speech undermine trust, unity, and

spiritual growth?

Why is silence sometimes the most faithful form of speech?

Self-Assessment

Rate yourself honestly using the scale below: 1 = Rarely true, 5 =

Consistently true.
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STATEMENT 1 2 3 4 5

I think before I speak, especially when 

emotions are high.

I speak truth without cruelty or exaggeration.

My words at home match my words at 

worship.

I remember that God hears every word I 

speak.

Journal Prompt

James teaches that the tongue reveals the heart and directs the life.

Write thoughtfully:

End by writing one concrete commitment regarding your speech

this week (a conversation to handle differently, a habit to break, or a

What do your words most often reveal about your inner life?

When have your words caused harm—even unintentionally?

What would change if you treated every sentence as spoken

before God?
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silence to practice).

Write your journal entry here...

Module 06 – Personal Reflection

Pray over James 3:1–12 and write a personal commitment to wise

speech this week.

Write your personal reflection here...

JOURNAL
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Module 08 – The War Within

Many Christians live as functional adulterers—professing love for

God while pursuing the pleasures and values of the world. James

does not soften the charge: friendship with the world is enmity with

God. You cannot serve two masters without hating one. The heart

that craves what the world offers has already turned from the God

who demands exclusive devotion. This is not minor compromise—it

is covenant betrayal. The stakes are absolute: choose the world and

become God's enemy; choose God and the world will hate you.

Examine your desires now: do they pull you toward God or away

from Him?

Memory Verse

James 4:7–8 (NASB 1995) — “Submit therefore to God.

Resist the devil and he will flee from you. Draw near to

God and He will draw near to you.”

Learning Objectives

LESSON

Expose the true source of conflict—unchecked desires within

the heart.

Explain why prayer fails when driven by self-centered motives.
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Introduction: The Battle Lines Are Internal

James refuses to let Christians blame culture, government,

persecution, or circumstances for spiritual breakdown. He pulls back

the curtain and exposes the real enemy: disordered desires within

the heart.

The war James describes is not metaphorical—it is moral and

spiritual. Churches fracture, marriages strain, friendships collapse,

and prayers go unanswered not because Satan is too strong, but

because the heart refuses to surrender. Every Christian carries a

battleground within. Victory or defeat begins there.

I. Desires at War Within You

Confront worldliness as covenant unfaithfulness to God.

Understand God’s opposition to pride and His grace toward

humility.

Practice biblical repentance that restores fellowship with God.
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Text: James 4:1–3 (NASB 1995)

What causes fights and quarrels among you? Don’t they come from

your desires that battle within you?

James opens with blunt questions: “What is the source of quarrels

and conflicts among you?” The answer is not vague—it is your

pleasures that wage war in your members.

The word translated “pleasures” is hēdonē, the root of “hedonism.”

These are not neutral desires, but cravings that demand satisfaction

and resist restraint. When desire becomes lord, conflict becomes

inevitable.

You want something but don’t get it. You kill and covet, but you

cannot have what you want. You quarrel and fight.

James outlines a downward spiral:

You do not have, because you do not ask God.

Prayer collapses (you do not have because you do not ask—or ask

wrongly)

Desire intensifies (you lust and do not have)

Frustration turns hostile (you commit murder—attitude and

intent)

Conflict escalates (you fight and quarrel)
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When you ask, you do not receive, because you ask with wrong

motives, that you may spend what you get on your pleasures.

Prayer fails not because God is silent, but because the heart is

selfish. Prayer becomes manipulation rather than submission. God

refuses to fund our rebellion.

Little Big Truths

II. Friendship with the World Is War with God

Text: James 4:4–5 (NASB 1995)

You adulterous people, don’t you know that friendship with the

world is hatred toward God? Anyone who chooses to be a friend of

the world becomes an enemy of God.

James shocks his readers with prophetic language: “You adulterous

people.” He is not insulting—he is diagnosing covenant betrayal.

When desire rules, prayer becomes a tool—not worship.

The war outside always starts with surrender inside.
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Throughout Scripture, idolatry is described as adultery. To pursue

the world’s values while claiming loyalty to God is spiritual

infidelity. “Friendship” (philia) is not casual association—it is

affection, loyalty, and alignment.

The “world” here is not people, but a system that exalts self, power,

pleasure, and pride. To love that system is to oppose God. Neutral

ground does not exist.

James allows no third category. One is either aligned with God or

hostile to Him. Attempted neutrality is self-deception.

Or do you think Scripture says without reason that the spirit he

caused to live in us envies intensely?

This verse is intentionally unsettling. James introduces Scripture

without quoting a single verse. He forces the reader to reckon with a

biblical reality rather than a proof-text.

The tension here is not that God is insecure or sinful. Scripture

never attributes envy to God in a moral sense. The problem James

exposes is the human spirit—inclined toward envy, rivalry, and

restless craving. The spirit God placed in humans has been bent by

the Fall. Left unchecked, it pulls toward jealousy, comparison, and

conflict.

James’s logic is devastating: the same spirit that fuels internal war

(4:1–2) is the spirit that resists God’s exclusive claim. This is why
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friendship with the world is not harmless—it feeds the very envy

that destroys obedience.

Verse 5 exists to prepare the reader for verse 6. Without it, grace

would feel cheap. With it, grace becomes necessary.

Little Big Truths

III. God Opposes the Proud but Gives Grace to the Humble

Text: James 4:6 (NASB 1995)

But he gives us more grace. That is why Scripture says: “God

opposes the proud but gives grace to the humble.”

This is the hinge of the passage. Everything turns here.

Grace is not denied to sinners; it is denied to the proud. James does

not say God withholds grace arbitrarily. He says God actively

Worldliness is not accidental drift; it is cultivated

allegiance.

Envy is not a minor flaw—it is evidence of divided

devotion.
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opposes pride. Pride is not weakness; it is resistance. Grace flows

toward humility like water flows downhill.

“More grace” does not mean indulgence—it means sufficient help to

break the cycle James has just exposed. Grace is not permission to

remain divided; it is power to change allegiance.

Pride asserts independence. Humility confesses need. One invites

resistance; the other invites rescue.

Little Big Truths

IV. Submission, Resistance, and Cleansing

Text: James 4:7–8 (NASB 1995)

James fires a rapid series of commands—not suggestions:

Submit yourselves, then, to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee

from you.

Grace is not automatic; it is directional.

God resists what refuses to bow.
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Submission comes first. Resistance without submission is futile. The

devil flees not from confidence but from authority properly

acknowledged.

The promise is direct: the devil will flee. No prolonged battle—just

flight when confronted by God-ruled resolve.

Come near to God and he will come near to you. Wash your hands,

you sinners, and purify your hearts, you double-minded.

Nearness requires cleansing. Hands represent actions. Hearts

represent motives. Double-mindedness—attempting loyalty to both

God and world—must end.

This is priestly language applied to everyday Christians. Repentance

is not vague regret; it is concrete turning.

Little Big Truths

V. Grief, Humility, and Restoration

The devil flees where God rules.

Nearness to God is conditional, not sentimental.
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Text: James 4:9–10 (NASB 1995)

Grieve, mourn and wail. Change your laughter to mourning and

your joy to gloom.

James commands emotional disruption. This is not exaggeration.

Worldly joy must die before godly joy can live. Refusing grief is

refusing repentance.

Humble yourselves before the Lord, and he will lift you up.

This is the promise. God lifts those who lower themselves.

Repentance is not humiliation for its own sake—it is realignment

with reality.

Little Big Truths

Module 08 Wrap-Up — The War Within

Lesson Theme: Conflict, prayerlessness, and spiritual emptiness

begin with desires that refuse God’s rule. Victory comes through

Refusal to grieve over sin is refusal to change.

God never lifts what refuses to bow.
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repentance, humility, and renewed submission.

FOCUS SUMMARY REFERENCE

The Battlefield Conflict begins in disordered desires. James 4:1

Prayer Failure Selfish motives block effective prayer. James 4:3

Worldliness Friendship with the world opposes God. James 4:4

Grace God resists pride and helps humility. James 4:6

Victory Submission and resistance lead to restoration. James 4:7–10

Bridge to Module 09

James now confronts pride in speech and self-confident planning.

Module 08 – Workbook

Word Study Table

GREEK ENGLISH MEANING SIMPLE 

EXPLANATION

ἡδονή (hēdonē) Pleasure Craving Desire that demands control. 

(v.1)

ἐπιθυμέω 

(epithumeō)

Lust Strong desire Wanting without restraint. 

(v.2)

WORKBOOK
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GREEK ENGLISH MEANING SIMPLE 

EXPLANATION

φιλία (philia) Friendship Loyalty Affection that aligns the 

heart. (v.4)

ὑποτάσσω 

(hupotassō)

Submit Yield Accepting God’s authority. 

(v.7)

ταπεινόω 

(tapeinoō)

Humble Lower Choosing repentance over 

pride. (v.10)

Deep Group Discussion

Why does James locate conflict inside the believer rather than

in circumstances?

How can prayer become self-centered without us realizing it?
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What forms of worldliness are most easily tolerated among

Christians today?

Why does humility attract grace while pride provokes

resistance?

Which command in verses 7–10 do you find most difficult—

and why?

Self-Assessment: Heart Check

Rate honestly (1 = Rarely true, 5 = Consistently true).
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STATEMENT 1 2 3 4 5

**Submitted Will:** I willingly yield decisions 

to God’s Word.

**Disciplined Desire:** I recognize and 

restrain selfish cravings.

**Focused Prayer:** My prayers seek God’s 

will, not self-advantage.

**Repentant Spirit:** I take sin seriously and 

respond quickly.

**Humble Walk:** I rely on God’s grace, not 

personal strength.

Prayer Focus

Ask God to expose desires competing with His rule.

Confess any worldliness you have justified.

Pray for strength to resist temptation through submission.

Thank God that grace is always available to the humble.
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Final Journal Prompt — Slow and Honest

James teaches that conflict is a mirror, not an accident.

Write thoughtfully:

End by writing a prayer of surrender—naming one desire you are

laying down before God.

Write your journal entry here...

Module 08 – Personal Reflection

Pray over James 4:1–10 and write a personal commitment to

surrender one competing desire this week.

What desire most often drives your reactions?

Where have you blamed others for battles rooted in your own

heart?

What specific act of submission will you practice this week?

JOURNAL
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Module 08 – The War Within

Many Christians live as functional adulterers—professing love for

God while pursuing the pleasures and values of the world. James

does not soften the charge: friendship with the world is enmity with

God. You cannot serve two masters without hating one. The heart

that craves what the world offers has already turned from the God

who demands exclusive devotion. This is not minor compromise—it

is covenant betrayal. The stakes are absolute: choose the world and

become God's enemy; choose God and the world will hate you.

Examine your desires now: do they pull you toward God or away

from Him?

Memory Verse

James 4:7–8 (NASB 1995) — “Submit therefore to God.

Resist the devil and he will flee from you. Draw near to

God and He will draw near to you.”

Learning Objectives

LESSON

Expose the true source of conflict—unchecked desires within

the heart.

Explain why prayer fails when driven by self-centered motives.
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Introduction: The Battle Lines Are Internal

James refuses to let Christians blame culture, government,

persecution, or circumstances for spiritual breakdown. He pulls back

the curtain and exposes the real enemy: disordered desires within

the heart.

The war James describes is not metaphorical—it is moral and

spiritual. Churches fracture, marriages strain, friendships collapse,

and prayers go unanswered not because Satan is too strong, but

because the heart refuses to surrender. Every Christian carries a

battleground within. Victory or defeat begins there.

I. Desires at War Within You

Confront worldliness as covenant unfaithfulness to God.

Understand God’s opposition to pride and His grace toward

humility.

Practice biblical repentance that restores fellowship with God.
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Text: James 4:1–3 (NASB 1995)

What causes fights and quarrels among you? Don’t they come from

your desires that battle within you?

James opens with blunt questions: “What is the source of quarrels

and conflicts among you?” The answer is not vague—it is your

pleasures that wage war in your members.

The word translated “pleasures” is hēdonē, the root of “hedonism.”

These are not neutral desires, but cravings that demand satisfaction

and resist restraint. When desire becomes lord, conflict becomes

inevitable.

You want something but don’t get it. You kill and covet, but you

cannot have what you want. You quarrel and fight.

James outlines a downward spiral:

You do not have, because you do not ask God.

Prayer collapses (you do not have because you do not ask—or ask

wrongly)

Desire intensifies (you lust and do not have)

Frustration turns hostile (you commit murder—attitude and

intent)

Conflict escalates (you fight and quarrel)
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When you ask, you do not receive, because you ask with wrong

motives, that you may spend what you get on your pleasures.

Prayer fails not because God is silent, but because the heart is

selfish. Prayer becomes manipulation rather than submission. God

refuses to fund our rebellion.

Little Big Truths

II. Friendship with the World Is War with God

Text: James 4:4–5 (NASB 1995)

You adulterous people, don’t you know that friendship with the

world is hatred toward God? Anyone who chooses to be a friend of

the world becomes an enemy of God.

James shocks his readers with prophetic language: “You adulterous

people.” He is not insulting—he is diagnosing covenant betrayal.

When desire rules, prayer becomes a tool—not worship.

The war outside always starts with surrender inside.
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Throughout Scripture, idolatry is described as adultery. To pursue

the world’s values while claiming loyalty to God is spiritual

infidelity. “Friendship” (philia) is not casual association—it is

affection, loyalty, and alignment.

The “world” here is not people, but a system that exalts self, power,

pleasure, and pride. To love that system is to oppose God. Neutral

ground does not exist.

James allows no third category. One is either aligned with God or

hostile to Him. Attempted neutrality is self-deception.

Or do you think Scripture says without reason that the spirit he

caused to live in us envies intensely?

This verse is intentionally unsettling. James introduces Scripture

without quoting a single verse. He forces the reader to reckon with a

biblical reality rather than a proof-text.

The tension here is not that God is insecure or sinful. Scripture

never attributes envy to God in a moral sense. The problem James

exposes is the human spirit—inclined toward envy, rivalry, and

restless craving. The spirit God placed in humans has been bent by

the Fall. Left unchecked, it pulls toward jealousy, comparison, and

conflict.

James’s logic is devastating: the same spirit that fuels internal war

(4:1–2) is the spirit that resists God’s exclusive claim. This is why
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friendship with the world is not harmless—it feeds the very envy

that destroys obedience.

Verse 5 exists to prepare the reader for verse 6. Without it, grace

would feel cheap. With it, grace becomes necessary.

Little Big Truths

III. God Opposes the Proud but Gives Grace to the Humble

Text: James 4:6 (NASB 1995)

But he gives us more grace. That is why Scripture says: “God

opposes the proud but gives grace to the humble.”

This is the hinge of the passage. Everything turns here.

Grace is not denied to sinners; it is denied to the proud. James does

not say God withholds grace arbitrarily. He says God actively

Worldliness is not accidental drift; it is cultivated

allegiance.

Envy is not a minor flaw—it is evidence of divided

devotion.
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opposes pride. Pride is not weakness; it is resistance. Grace flows

toward humility like water flows downhill.

“More grace” does not mean indulgence—it means sufficient help to

break the cycle James has just exposed. Grace is not permission to

remain divided; it is power to change allegiance.

Pride asserts independence. Humility confesses need. One invites

resistance; the other invites rescue.

Little Big Truths

IV. Submission, Resistance, and Cleansing

Text: James 4:7–8 (NASB 1995)

James fires a rapid series of commands—not suggestions:

Submit yourselves, then, to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee

from you.

Grace is not automatic; it is directional.

God resists what refuses to bow.
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Submission comes first. Resistance without submission is futile. The

devil flees not from confidence but from authority properly

acknowledged.

The promise is direct: the devil will flee. No prolonged battle—just

flight when confronted by God-ruled resolve.

Come near to God and he will come near to you. Wash your hands,

you sinners, and purify your hearts, you double-minded.

Nearness requires cleansing. Hands represent actions. Hearts

represent motives. Double-mindedness—attempting loyalty to both

God and world—must end.

This is priestly language applied to everyday Christians. Repentance

is not vague regret; it is concrete turning.

Little Big Truths

V. Grief, Humility, and Restoration

The devil flees where God rules.

Nearness to God is conditional, not sentimental.
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Text: James 4:9–10 (NASB 1995)

Grieve, mourn and wail. Change your laughter to mourning and

your joy to gloom.

James commands emotional disruption. This is not exaggeration.

Worldly joy must die before godly joy can live. Refusing grief is

refusing repentance.

Humble yourselves before the Lord, and he will lift you up.

This is the promise. God lifts those who lower themselves.

Repentance is not humiliation for its own sake—it is realignment

with reality.

Little Big Truths

Module 08 Wrap-Up — The War Within

Lesson Theme: Conflict, prayerlessness, and spiritual emptiness

begin with desires that refuse God’s rule. Victory comes through

Refusal to grieve over sin is refusal to change.

God never lifts what refuses to bow.
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repentance, humility, and renewed submission.

FOCUS SUMMARY REFERENCE

The Battlefield Conflict begins in disordered desires. James 4:1

Prayer Failure Selfish motives block effective prayer. James 4:3

Worldliness Friendship with the world opposes God. James 4:4

Grace God resists pride and helps humility. James 4:6

Victory Submission and resistance lead to restoration. James 4:7–10

Bridge to Module 09

James now confronts pride in speech and self-confident planning.

Module 08 – Workbook

Word Study Table

GREEK ENGLISH MEANING SIMPLE 

EXPLANATION

ἡδονή (hēdonē) Pleasure Craving Desire that demands control. 

(v.1)

ἐπιθυμέω 

(epithumeō)

Lust Strong desire Wanting without restraint. 

(v.2)

WORKBOOK
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GREEK ENGLISH MEANING SIMPLE 

EXPLANATION

φιλία (philia) Friendship Loyalty Affection that aligns the 

heart. (v.4)

ὑποτάσσω 

(hupotassō)

Submit Yield Accepting God’s authority. 

(v.7)

ταπεινόω 

(tapeinoō)

Humble Lower Choosing repentance over 

pride. (v.10)

Deep Group Discussion

Why does James locate conflict inside the believer rather than

in circumstances?

How can prayer become self-centered without us realizing it?
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What forms of worldliness are most easily tolerated among

Christians today?

Why does humility attract grace while pride provokes

resistance?

Which command in verses 7–10 do you find most difficult—

and why?

Self-Assessment: Heart Check

Rate honestly (1 = Rarely true, 5 = Consistently true).
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STATEMENT 1 2 3 4 5

**Submitted Will:** I willingly yield decisions 

to God’s Word.

**Disciplined Desire:** I recognize and 

restrain selfish cravings.

**Focused Prayer:** My prayers seek God’s 

will, not self-advantage.

**Repentant Spirit:** I take sin seriously and 

respond quickly.

**Humble Walk:** I rely on God’s grace, not 

personal strength.

Prayer Focus

Ask God to expose desires competing with His rule.

Confess any worldliness you have justified.

Pray for strength to resist temptation through submission.

Thank God that grace is always available to the humble.
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Final Journal Prompt — Slow and Honest

James teaches that conflict is a mirror, not an accident.

Write thoughtfully:

End by writing a prayer of surrender—naming one desire you are

laying down before God.

Write your journal entry here...

Module 08 – Personal Reflection

Pray over James 4:1–10 and write a personal commitment to

surrender one competing desire this week.

What desire most often drives your reactions?

Where have you blamed others for battles rooted in your own

heart?

What specific act of submission will you practice this week?

JOURNAL
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Module 09 – Judging & Planning

Memory Verse

James 4:17 (NASB 1995) — “Therefore, to one who knows the

right thing to do and does not do it, to him it is sin.”

Memory Verse — What James Is Doing Here

James ends this whole section by locking the door: you

cannot hide behind ignorance, delay, or “I meant well.” If you

know the right thing and refuse to do it, you are not

“imperfect”—you are disobedient.

This fits a theology of real choice: God commands,

Christians can obey, and Christians can refuse. James speaks

as if obedience is possible, expected, and urgent.

Learning Objectives

Understand why speaking against a brother is rebellion against

God’s authority.

Recognize how self-confident planning excludes God in

practice.

Identify pride as the shared root of slander and presumption.

Replace self-rule with humble submission to God’s will.
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BY THE END OF MODULE 09, A 

CHRISTIAN SHOULD BE ABLE 

TO...

WHAT IT LOOKS LIKE IN 

REAL LIFE

Stop “holy-sounding” slander (truthused as a 

weapon)

Speak only what helps, and refuse to 

tear down a brother or sister to feel 

strong.

Plan with humility (goals without arrogance) Make plans, but hold them with 

open hands under God’s authority.

Practice “now” obedience When you know the good, you act—

no excuses, no delays, no “tomorrow.”

Introduction: Usurping the Throne

James is not addressing surface-level misbehavior. He is confronting

functional autonomy—living, speaking, and planning as though

God were optional.

In this passage, James exposes two respectable sins that often go

unnoticed:

Both feel harmless. Both sound reasonable. But beneath them lies

the same disease: self-rule. Whether with our mouthsor our

calendars, we place ourselves where only God belongs. James names

this clearly—it is rebellion.

Embrace responsibility for obedience, not merely knowledge.

Speaking critically about others

Making confident plans for the future

131



Why These Two Sins Are So Dangerous

Some sins look ugly the moment you see them. These do not. These

sins wear “respectable clothes.” They can sound wise, careful, even

spiritual.

James forces Christians to ask a hard question: Whois actually

ruling me—God’s will, or my own opinions and plans?

Two Hidden Claims Behind Both Sins

Both claims are theft. Both take what belongs to God

alone:authority over judgment and authority over life.

I. The Sin of Speaking Against a Brother

Text: James 4:11–12 (NASB 1995)

Judging speech can sound like discernment, but it is often pride

dressed up as concern.

Confident planning can sound like responsibility, but it is often

control dressed up as wisdom.

1. “I can decide what you are.” (speech that condemns a brother as

if you know the heart and final outcome)

2. “I can decide what tomorrow will be.” (planning that assumes

time is yours and life is guaranteed)
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James commands believers to stop speaking against one another. The

verb katalaleō does not mean healthy disagreement—it means

slander, talking down, damaging with words.

James intentionally links three actions into one escalatingchain:

This is deliberate rhetorical stacking. When you use God’s law to

condemn someone else while excusing yourself, you are no longer

under the law—you are standing above it.

James reinforces the point by piling related terms:

The movement is upward. Criticism quickly becomes competition

with God.

James reminds us that there is one Lawgiver and Judge. When we

judge others, we are not assisting God—we are attempting to

replace Him.

What “Speaking Against” Looks Like

1. Speaking against a brother

2. Judging the brother

3. Judging the law itself

Judge (krinō)

Law (nomos)

Lawgiver (nomothetēs)
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“Speaking against” is not limited to lies. A Christian can speak truth

and still sin if the goal is to wound, shame, or destroy.

What James Is NOT Forbidding

James is not banning moral clarity. Christians must call sin “sin,”

warn the unruly, and protect the flock.

James is striking at the spirit behind the speech: the proud spirit

that speaks as if it owns the courtroom.

Why James Says This “Judges the Law”

James is hitting a nerve: when you tear down a brother, youare

acting against the law you claim to respect.

It is truth without love. (facts used like stones)

It is concern without humility. (you are “concerned,” but you also

enjoy being above them)

It is correction without hope. (you arenot trying to restore; you

are trying to win)

It is reporting without necessity. (sharing what did not need to

be shared)

There is a difference between restoringand ruining.

There is a difference between warning and whispering.

There is a difference between truthful accountability and proud

condemnation.
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Heart Diagnostics: Why Do Christians Slander?

WHAT I DO WITH MY 

MOUTH

WHAT IT MAY REVEAL IN MY 

HEART

I “vent” about a brother, then feel 

relieved.

I am feeding anger instead of killing it.

I point out faults quickly and often. I may love being right more than I love 

people.

I pass along “prayer requests” with 

details.

I may be disguising gossip as spirituality.

I assume motives and interpret 

everything negatively.

I may be proud, suspicious, and unwilling 

to be corrected.

TERM GREEK DEFINITION

Speak Against καταλαλέω (katalaleō) To slander or speak down against.

Judge κρίνω (krinō) To assume authority to decide guilt.

Lawgiver νομοθέτης (nomothetēs) One who establishes law—God alone.

If the law commands love, but your speech harms, then your life

is saying, “That law does not matter.”

If you apply the law hard to others and soft to yourself, you are

acting like you outrank the law.

If you speak as if you know the final spiritual outcome of a

person, you are taking God’s place.
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Speech Filter for Christians (Use Before You Speak)

Little Big Truths

II. The Sin of Self-Sufficient Planning

Text: James 4:13–17 (NASB 1995)

James now turns from the mouth to the calendar.

Is it true? If not, stop.

Is it necessary? If not, stop.

Is it loving? If not, stop.

Is it aimed at restoration? If not, stop.

Would I say it the same way if they were present? If not,

stop.

James stacks judge–law–Lawgiver to show how fast

criticism becomes rebellion.

Using God’s law to condemn others while excusing

yourself is not obedience—it is defiance.

Slander is not casual speech; it is an attempt to

takeGod’s seat.

A Christian can “say true things” and still sin by thespirit,

the timing, and the goal.
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The problem is not planning. Scripture commends diligence and

foresight. The sin is planning as though God were irrelevant.

James quotes confident merchants and lets their words condemn

them. Notice the repetition:

The rhythm of certainty exposes the illusion of control. God is not

denied—He is simply ignored.

James calls this arrogance evil, because it treats life as controllable

and time as guaranteed. In reality, life is amist (atmis)—a weak,

fleeting vapor that disappears without warning. James deliberately

places long plans next to a very short word.

The cure is not superstition or slogans, but submission:

“If the Lord wills…”

This is not a phrase to repeat; it is a posture of dependence.

How “God-Ignoring Planning” Works

Most Christians do not say, “God, I don’t need You.” They show it

by how they plan.

“Today or tomorrow”

“We will go”

“We will stay”

“We will make a profit”
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James is not punishing ambition. He is destroying arrogance. He is

pulling Christians back to reality: you do not control tomorrow.

What “If the Lord Wills” Actually Means

This is not a magic phrase that makes plans holy. It is a confession

of truth:

Two Kinds of Planning

SELF-SUFFICIENT 

PLANNING

HUMBLE CHRISTIAN 

PLANNING

“Here is what I will do.” “Here is what I intend, if God allows.”

“I have time.” “My life is fragile; I will not waste it.”

“This will work because I’m smart.” “I will work hard, and trust God with 

results.”

They plan with no prayer.

They plan with no Bible guidance.

They plan with no concern for spiritual outcomes.

They plan as if health, time, and peace are guaranteed.

God is Lord over my life. I am not the owner.

My plans are not final. God can redirect.

My plans must be clean. If a plan is sinful, it is not “Lord

willing.”

My plans must be humble. I hold them loosely.
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SELF-SUFFICIENT 

PLANNING

HUMBLE CHRISTIAN 

PLANNING

“My goals come first.” “God’s will comes first; my goals serve that.”

Word Focus

TERM GREEK DEFINITION

Mist ἀτμίς (atmis) Vapor—brief, fragile, unstable.

Boast καυχάομαι (kauchaomai) To glory in oneself or one’s plans.

Arrogance ἀλαζονεία (alazoneia) Pretentious self-confidence.

The Mist Test

If you only had thirty days left, what would change

immediately?

James’s point is not fear. It is urgency. Life is short, so

obedience must be quick.

What would you stop doing?

What would you start doing?

Which relationships would you repair?

Which sins would you kill without delay?
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Little Big Truths

III. The Climactic Warning: Sin of Omission

Text: James 4:17 (NASB 1995)

James ends with a blunt conclusion.

Sin is not only doing what is wrong.

Sin is refusing to do what you know is right.

Knowledge creates responsibility. Once truth is known, neutrality

disappears. Delay becomes disobedience.

This verse gathers the entire section:

James repeats confident verbs to expose the rhythm of

self-rule.

Long plans do not change short lives.

“If the Lord wills” is not a phrase to recite, but a life to

submit.

Christians should plan, but never as masters of

tomorrow.

Knowing not to slander—and doing it anyway

Knowing life is fragile—and boasting anyway
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James is clear: unacted truth condemns.

Why Omission Is So Revealing

Omission exposes what we really love.

Common “Omission Excuses” ( James Breaks These)

EXCUSE WHAT IT REALLY MEANS

“I’m not ready.” I want to obey later, not now.

“I’m too busy.” I have chosen priorities that push God aside.

“I’ll do it when life calms 

down.”

I am waiting for a season that may never come.

“I didn’t do anything wrong.” I am redefining sin as only “bad actions,” not “refused 

obedience.”

Knowing God’s will matters—and ignoring it anyway

If I know the good and refuse to do it, I am choosing something

else instead.

If I delay obedience, I am saying my comfort matters more than

God’s command.

If I keep pushing righteousness to “later,” I am treating time like

I own it.
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Little Big Truths

Module 09 Wrap-Up — Judging & Planning

Lesson Theme:

James exposes pride wearing respectable clothes. Whether through

judgmental speech or confident planning, the root problem is the

same—self-rule. God calls His people to live under His authority in

word, decision, and obedience.

One Root, Two Fruits

James corrects both with one reality: God alone is Lawgiver and

Judge, and God alone holds tomorrow.

What Repentance Looks Like in This Module

Truth that is not obeyed becomes evidence against us.

Delayed obedience is deliberate disobedience.

Knowing God’s will and refusing to act is not weakness

—it is rebellion.

If Christians can choose to refuse good, then Christians

must choose to obey good.

Pride in speech: “I can speak as judge over you.”

Pride in planning: “I can speak as master over tomorrow.”
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FOCUS SUMMARY REFERENCE

Speech Speaking against a brother attacks God’s law. James 4:11

Authority There is one Lawgiver and Judge. James 4:12

Frailty Life is a mist, not a guarantee. James 4:14

Submission God governs the future, not us. James 4:15

Responsibility Knowing right without doing it is sin. James 4:17

Bridge to Module 10

James now turns to the wealthy who planned confidently,

spoke harshly, and lived comfortably—unaware that

judgment was already at the door.

Workbook

Word Study Table

I repent of proud speech by stopping harm, seeking

reconciliation, and speaking to build up.

I repent of proud planning by praying first, obeying Scripture,

and holding plans loosely.

I repent of omission by acting on known good immediately.
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GREEK ENGLISH MEANING SIMPLE 

EXPLANATION

καταλαλέω 

(katalaleō)

Speak 

Against

Slander Speaking down on a brother. 

(v. 11)

κρίνω (krinō) Judge Condemn Assuming God’s role. (v. 11)

ἀτμίς (atmis) Mist Vapor Life is brief and fragile. (v. 14)

ἀλαζονεία 

(alazoneia)

Arrogance Boasting Self-confidence that excludes 

God. (v. 16)

Word Study Add-On (How These Words Feel in Real Life)

WORD WHAT IT “SOUNDS LIKE” 

IN A CHURCH SETTING

WHAT GOD 

HEARS BEHIND IT

Speak 
Against

“I’m just telling you so you’ll know.” “I want influence, not 

healing.”

Judge “I can’t believe they would do that.” “I am above them.”

Mist “I have plenty of time.” “You are forgetting your 

fragility.”

Arrogance “This is what I’m going to do, no matter 

what.”

“You are acting like you 

own tomorrow.”

1. Why does James equate slander with judging God’s law rather

than merely breaking it?

2. How does confident planning reveal what we believe

aboutGod’s control of our lives?
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Deep Group Discussion (Expanded)

Prayer Focus

3. In what ways does omission (v. 17) expose deeper rebellion than

visible sin?

4. How can believers plan wisely while remaining genuinely

dependent on God?

5. Which is more dangerous: speaking without love or planning

without prayer? Why?

1. Define the line: What is the differencebetween loving correction

and sinful “speaking against”?

2. Test motives: When you talk about a brother’s sin, what do you

want to happen next?

3. Talk culture: How has entertainment, social media, and “hot

takes” trained us to slander?

4. Time worship: How do Christians show they believe time

belongs to them?

5. Lord willing: What is the difference between saying “Lord

willing” and living “Lord willing”?

6. Omission check: What “good” do Christians most often delay—

apologies, forgiveness, generosity, prayer, evangelism,serving?

7. Personal application: What is one relationship you have harmed

by speech, and what would biblical repair look like?

Ask God to guard your speech from pride and presumption.

Confess areas where you plan without seeking His will.
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Prayer Focus (Expanded)

Self-Assessment

Rate yourself honestly using the scale below: 1 = Poorly, 5 =

Consistently.

STATEMENT 1 2 3 4 5

Guarded Speech: I refuse to speak against 

others.

Submitted Planning: I seek God’s will in 

decisions.

Awareness of Frailty: I remember life is brief.

Active Obedience: I act on the goodI know to 

do.

Thank God for His patience with human frailty.

Commit to immediate obedience when truth is made clear.

Speech repentance: Name one person you have spoken about

wrongly. Ask God for courage to make it right.

Speech restraint: Ask God to stop you before you repeat

harmful information.

Planning humility: Surrender one plan that has become an idol

(money, comfort, control, reputation).

Omission obedience: Ask God to show youthe “good” you keep

delaying, and commit to do it today.
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Self-Assessment Add-On (Specific “Yes/No” Checks)

CHECK YES NO

I have spoken about someone this week in a way I would not repeat 

in front of them.

I have delayed a known good action (apology, forgiveness, giving, 

serving, prayer, truth-telling).

I have made a plan recently without prayer, then acted surprised 

when it went wrong.

I have used “discernment” language to justify harshness.

Planning Worksheet — “If the Lord Wills” in Practice

Use this tool for one decision you are making right now.

STEP WRITE YOUR ANSWER

1) The Plan
What do I intend to do?

2) The Motive
Why do I want this?

3) The Scripture Test
Is any part of this plan sinful or unwise?
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STEP WRITE YOUR ANSWER

4) The People Test
Who is helped, and who is harmed?

5) The Humility Test
If God changes this plan, will I still obey?

6) The Omission Test
What good am I delaying while planning?

7) The Prayer
Write a short “Lord willing” prayer.

Final Journal Reflection

Journal Prompt

Where in my life am I most tempted to speak as judge or plan as

master instead of living as a servant?

Identify one relationship and one decision where pride has quietly

replaced prayer.

Write out what repentance, submission, and obedience would look

like this week—not in theory, but in action.

Final Journal Reflection (Expanded — Slow and Honest)
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End by writing a short prayer of submission: not polished, just

honest.

Write your journal entry here...

Speech: Who have I been critical of? What exactly did I say?

What did I want—help or harm?

Truth: What would I say differently if love ruled my tongue?

Repair: Do I need to ask forgiveness from God, from them, or

both?

Planning: What plan am I clinging to like a god? What am I

afraid will happen if I surrender it?

Omission: What good do I clearly know Ishould do this week?

Name it plainly.

Action: Write one specific step you will take in the next 24

hours.
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Module 10 – Don’t Play Judge

Memory Verse

James 5:1 (NASB 1995) — “Come now, you rich, weep and howl

for your miseries which are coming upon you.”

Learning Objectives

Introduction: A Word to the Wealthy

James speaks here like Amos or Isaiah, not like a gentle counselor.

Histone is sharp because the sin is severe. This passage is not a

warning about having money—it is a verdict against how wealth

was gained, guarded, and used.

James does not call the rich to repentance in this text; he announces

judgment. That alone tells us how entrenched the injustice had

become. These are people who believed their wealth insulated them

from accountability. James tears away that illusion.

Confront the sin of oppressive wealth and dishonestgain.

Recognize how luxury and greed dull awareness of coming

judgment.

Understand James’s prophetic indictment against injustice.

Discern how God hears the cries of the exploited.

Commit to righteous stewardship that reflects God’scharacter.
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I. The Rich Are Summoned to Lament

Text: James 5:1–3 (NASB 1995)

James begins with a courtroom summons: “Come now.” What

follows is not advice, but an indictment.

“Weep and howl” echoes Old Testament judgment oracles (Isaiah

13; Joel 1). These are funeral cries spoken before the disaster arrives.

James speaks of miseries that are already on their way.

Their wealth is described with three images:

Gold does not normally rust—James uses deliberate irony. What

they trusted as permanent is already decaying. Their riches have

become evidence (martyrion) against them, testifying in God’s

court.

The shock comes in verse 3: “You have stored up your treasure in the

last days.” This is theological blindness—hoarding temporary wealth

when eternal judgment is imminent.

Word Focus

Rotting garments

Rusting metals

Consuming fire
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TERM GREEK DEFINITION

Howl ὀλολύζω (alalazō) To cry out in terror or mourning.

Rust ἰός (ios) Corrosion; metaphor for moral decay.

Witness μαρτύριον (martyrion) Testimony used in judgment.

Little Big Truths

II. Wages That Cry Louder Than Prayers

Text: James 5:4 (NASB 1995)

James now names the core crime: withheld wages.

Day laborers depended on daily pay to survive (Deut 24:14–15). To

delay or deny wages was not just unethical—it was life-threatening.

James says those unpaid wages are crying out, and their cry reaches

the Lord of Sabaoth.

James turns wealth into a courtroom witness—it speaks

when its owner will not.

What you hoard in the last days testifies that you

misunderstood the times.

Decay is not just physical; it is moral.
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This title is intentional. Sabaoth means armies. God is portrayed not

as a distant auditor, but as a commanding general who hears

injustice and mobilizes judgment.

The soundplay in the verse reinforces the point:

the cries (kraugē) of the workers have reached (ēlkēsan) the ears of

the Lord. Nothing is muffled. Nothing is delayed.

Word Focus

TERM GREEK DEFINITION

Withhold ἀποστερέω (apostereō) To defraud or rob.

Cry κραυγή (kraugē) A scream for justice.

Sabaoth σαβαώθ (sabaōth) Hosts; armies under divine command.

Little Big Truths

III. Luxury That Prepares for Slaughter

God hears unpaid wages before He hears religious

excuses.

Economic injustice always becomes theological rebellion.

When the oppressed cry, heaven does not stay silent.
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Text: James 5:5–6 (NASB 1995)

James’s final image is chilling. The rich have lived in luxury and self-

indulgence, fattening their hearts “in aday of slaughter.”

The verb etrepsate (“you fattened”) is agricultural language—feeding

animals right before killing them. The wealthy thought they were

securing pleasure; instead, they were preparing for judgment.

Verse 6 adds the final charge: “You have condemned and put to

death the righteous man.” This likely refers to unjust legal practices

—using power and wealth to crush the innocent, knowing they

could not resist.

Silence does not equal innocence. James says, “He does not resist

you.” The righteous man’s lack of resistance becomes part of the

accusation.

Word Focus

TERM GREEK DEFINITION

Luxury τρυφάω (tryphaō) To live softly, indulgently.

Fattened τρέφω (trephō) To nourish for slaughter.

Condemn καταδικάζω (katadikazō) To declare guilty unjustly.
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Little Big Truths

Module 10 Wrap-Up — Don’t Play Judge

Lesson Theme:

Wealth is morally revealing. James condemns not prosperity, but

exploitation, hoarding, and indifference. God hears the cries of the

oppressed, sees unjust gain, and promises judgment. His people

must never confuse comfort with approval.

FOCUS SUMMARY REFERENCE

The Warning Judgment is announced before it arrives. James 5:1

The Evidence Hoarded wealth testifies against its owner. James 5:3

The Cry Unpaid wages reach the Lord of Armies. James 5:4

The Illusion Luxury can prepare for destruction. James 5:5

The Verdict God sees and judges oppression. James 5:6

Bridge to Module 11

Comfort gained through injustice becomes preparation

for judgment.

Soft living can hide hard hearts.

Silence from the righteous does not silence God.
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James now turns from the oppressors to the oppressed. How

should God’s people respond when justice is delayed? With

patient endurance.

Word Study Table

GREEK ENGLISH MEANING SIMPLE 

EXPLANATION

πλούσιος 
(plousios)

Rich Wealthy Those possessing abundance. 

(v. 1)

σαβαώθ 

(sabaōth)

Sabaoth Armies God as commander and 

judge. (v. 4)

ἀποστερέω 

(apostereō)

Withhold Defraud Keeping back what is owed. 

(v. 4)

τρέφω (trephō) Fatten Nourish Feeding for slaughter. (v. 5)

Reflection and Application Questions

1. Why does James speak judgment instead of offering a call to

repentance here?

2. How does the image of “rust as a witness” deepen the

seriousness of hoarding wealth?
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Self-Assessment

Rate yourself honestly using the scale below: 1 = Poorly, 5 =

Consistently.

3. What does the title “Lord of Sabaoth” reveal about God’s

posture toward injustice?

4. How can modern believers unintentionally benefit from systems

that oppress others?

5. What practical steps help distinguish godly stewardship from

sinful indulgence?
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STATEMENT 1 2 3 4 5

Stewardship: I use resources to serve God and 

others.

Integrity: I deal honestly and fairly in all 

obligations.

Awareness: I notice and respond to injustice.

Contentment: I resist envy and greed.

Journal

Module 10 – Personal Reflection

Where do comfort and convenience most tempt me to ignore

injustice?

Examine one financial habit, one purchasing choice, and one area of

influence.

Ask: Does this reflect trust in God’s kingdom—or comfort in this

world?

Write your journal entry here...
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Module 11 – The God Who Sees

Memory Verse

James 5:7–8 (NASB 1995) — “Therefore be patient, brethren, until

the coming of the Lord. The farmer waits for the precious produce

of the soil, being patient about it, until it gets the early and late

rains. You too be patient; strengthen your hearts, for the coming of

the Lord is near.”

Learning Objectives

Introduction: Waiting Isn’t Wasting

James now turns from those who oppress to those who endure. The

command is not to take vengeance, manipulate outcomes, or become

bitter. The command is to wait well.

Learn to endure suffering with patient, obedient faith.

Understand the farmer, the prophets, and Job as models of

endurance.

Recognize how “the Lord is near” strengthens present

faithfulness.

Reject complaining and retaliation while waiting for God’s

justice.

Commit to honest speech and steady integrity under pressure.
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Waiting is not denial of pain. It is refusal to let pain become your

master. James anchors endurance in one controlling truth: the

coming of the Lord is near. If the Lord is truly near, then your

suffering is seen, your righteousness matters, and your patience is

not pointless.

I. Be Patient Like the Farmer

Text: James 5:7–9 (NASB 1995)

James uses the farmer because farming is faithfulness without

instant results. The farmer works, prepares, plants, and then waits for

what he cannot control. The key phrase is “the precious produce of

the soil.” The farmer sees value in what is coming, so he can endure

what is now.

James highlights two rains: “the early and late rains.” In Greek, the

phrase is proimon kai opsimon (πρόϊμον καὶ ὄψιμον). Notice the

wordplay: the ending sounds echo one another—proiMON / opSI-

MON. The sound itself reinforces the idea of a complete cycle: early

rain… late rain… the whole season held together under God’s

timing.

Then comes a direct command: “strengthen your hearts.” The verb

(stērizō) means to set something firmly in place—like bracing a

structure so it does not sway. James is not telling believers to pretend

they are fine. He is telling them to become fixed and steady because

the Lord’s arrival is “near.”
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But James goes after a hidden danger of suffering: grumbling

against one another. Pressure often doesn’t make us quiet—it makes

us sharp. We may not be able to strike the oppressor, so we strike

the closest person. James warns: the Judge is standing right at the

door. That image is meant to sober us. If the Judge is already at the

door, then every word spoken in bitterness is spoken in His hearing.

Little Big Truths

II. Take the Prophets and Job as Your Pattern

Text: James 5:10–11 (NASB 1995)

James moves from the field (farmer) to the Scriptures (prophets).

The prophets “spoke in the name of the Lord,” and they suffered

because truth collides with power. Their endurance proves

something important: faithfulness does not guarantee immediate

relief. It guarantees God’s approval.

God’s “early and late” timing is not random—proimon…

opsimon reminds you He governs the whole season.

A strengthened heart is not a loud heart; it is a steady

heart.

Grumbling is often unbelief wearing the mask of “stress.”

If the Judge is at the door, don’t speak like the verdict is

far away.
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Here is another Greek “gem”: James pairs two nouns in verse 10—

kakopathias kai makrothymias (τῆς κακοπαθίας καὶ τῆς

μακροθυμίας). The similar sound and joined meaning create a

hendiadys—two expressions functioning as one idea: not just

“hardship” and “patience,” but patient endurance through hardship.

The sound tie helps you hear the unity.

Then James names Job. He does not present Job as a man who never

questioned. Job’s book contains hard questions. James focuses on

one thing: Job stayed with God even when the experience didn’t

make sense.

Verse 11 contains wordplay that presses the point. James says, “you

have heard of those who endured” (hypomeinantas) and then “the

endurance of Job” (hypomonēn). The shared opening sound (hypo-)

is not accidental: endured / endurance echo to hammer the theme—

staying under the load without abandoning God.

And what did they see? “The outcome of the Lord.” That phrase

means the end the Lord brings about—the Lord’s final aim, not

merely “how it turned out.” James concludes with God’s character:

the Lord is full of compassion and is merciful. Compassion here is

polusplagchnos—“much-bowels,” deep inner tenderness. James

chooses a word that points to God’s visceral mercy, not cold

calculation.

Little Big Truths
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III. Let Your Yes Be Yes

Text: James 5:12 (NASB 1995)

James ends the section with speech because suffering tests integrity.

Under pressure, people try to control outcomes with words—

exaggerations, oaths, dramatic promises, religious bargaining.

James forbids manipulative speech. This is not a ban on all legal

testimony; it is a ban on using oaths to create a false impression of

reliability. The Christian should not need verbal “props.” A believer’s

speech should be trustworthy because the believer’s life is consistent.

“Let your yes be yes and your no be no.” That means:

The prophets teach this: truth spoken in God’s name

often costs you.

kakopathias… makrothymias ties hardship + patience

into one reality: patient endurance is the shape of faithful

suffering.

hypomeinantas… hypomonēn preaches without a

sermon: endured / endurance—stay under it without

leaving God.

Job’s questions were loud, but his faith stayed.

God’s compassion is not theoretical—polusplagchnos

says it is deep and real.

Speak plainly.
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James says the reason is “so that you may not fall under judgment.”

Integrity is not optional. It is part of endurance.

Little Big Truths

Module 11 Wrap-Up — The God Who Sees

Lesson Theme:

God sees injustice, hears cries, and is near in His coming. Until He

acts, believers endure with patient steadiness—like the farmer, like

the prophets, like Job—without turning suffering into bitterness or

manipulation.

FOCUS SUMMARY REFERENCE

Patience Endure like a farmer trusting God’s full season. James 5:7

Keep your word.

Don’t hide behind spiritual-sounding language.

Don’t over-promise to cover weak character.

Pressure doesn’t create character—it reveals it.

If you need dramatic oaths to be believed, your life is

already saying something else.

Plain truth is a mark of strong faith.
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FOCUS SUMMARY REFERENCE

Strength Brace your heart because the Lord is near. James 5:8

Warning Don’t grumble; the Judge is at the door. James 5:9

Models The prophets and Job show faithful endurance. James 5:10–11

Integrity Speak plainly; don’t manipulate with oaths. James 5:12

Bridge to Module 12

James now turns endurance into action: pray in suffering,

sing in joy, call the elders in sickness, confess sins, and restore

the wandering.

Word Study

GREEK ENGLISH MEANING EXPLANATION

μακροθυμέω 

(makrothumeō)

Be patient Long-

suffering

Endure without revenge. 

(v. 7)

στηρίζω (stērizō) Strengthen Establish Brace the heart so it 

won’t wobble. (v. 8)

πρόϊμον / ὄψιμον 

(proimon / 

opsimon)

Early / Late 

rains

Seasonal cycle God governs the full 

season; wordplay in the 

matching endings. (v. 7)

πολυσπλάγχνος 

(polusplagchnos)
Compassionate Deep 

tenderness

God’s mercy is visceral 

and real. (v. 11)
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Reflection and Application Questions

1. In what ways does suffering tempt you toward control instead of

trust?

2. How does the farmer illustration correct your expectations about

timing and results?

3. Why does James connect patience with “do not grumble against

one another”? What does stress reveal in relationships?

4. The prophets suffered while obeying God. How does that guard

you from thinking “hardship means God is displeased”?

5. Job stayed with God even when confused. What does faithful

endurance look like when you do not understand the “why”?
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Self-Assessment

Rate yourself honestly using the scale below: 1 = Rarely true, 5 =

Consistently true.

STATEMENT 1 2 3 4 5

Patient Endurance: I endure without 

retaliating or becoming bitter.

Steady Heart: I strengthen my heart with the 

nearness of the Lord.

Relational Control: I refuse to grumble 

against others under stress.

Truthful Integrity: My yes is yes and my no is 

no, even under pressure.

Trust in God’s Character: I believe God is 

compassionate even when life is painful.

6. How can “yes/no” integrity become harder during trials—and

why does James end this section with speech?
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Journal

Module 11 – Personal Reflection

Where has waiting begun to turn into grumbling in me?

Write out one specific situation where you are tempted to control

outcomes (through anger, complaining, or manipulation).

Then write a simple, concrete plan for this week:

one way you will “strengthen your heart” (Scripture, prayer, counsel,

obedience),

one way you will guard your speech,

and one act of faithfulness you will keep doing while you wait for

God’s “early and late rains.”

Write your journal entry here...
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Module 12 – Patience and Prayer

Memory Verse

James 5:16 (NASB 1995) — “Therefore, confess your sins to one

another, and pray for one another so that you may be healed. The

effective prayer of a righteous man can accomplish much.”

Learning Objectives

Introduction: Don’t Just Stand There

James closes his letter with urgency and direction. Don’t just wait

for the Lord—walk in faithful action.

Prayer is not an afterthought. It is the believer’s first move in every

season.

Whether you are in pain, joy, illness, or concern for others, prayer is

the lifeblood of Christian endurance.

Cultivate patience through suffering, anticipating the Lord’s

return.

Practice faith that works: pray, confess, restore.

Reject rash speech and embrace integrity.

Understand the role of elders in church healing.

Take action to rescue the spiritually drifting.
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I. Patience in Suffering

Text: James 5:7–9 (NASB 1995)

James commands patience “until the coming of the Lord.” The word

for patience is long-tempered endurance—the ability to stay steady

under pressure without striking back.

James points to the farmer. Farming is faithfulness without instant

reward. The farmer works, waits, and depends on what he cannot

control. The “precious produce of the soil” reminds us that the

harvest is valuable, but it is not immediate.

Greek “Gem” (Sound Wordplay)

James mentions “the early and late rains.” In Greek this is πρόϊμον

καὶ ὄψιμον (proimon kai opsimon).

The ending sounds echo—proiMON / opsiMON. That sound-

matching helps drive the point:

God governs the whole season—early and late—start to finish.

James adds: “strengthen your hearts.” This is not hype. It means

brace the inner man so you do not wobble.

Then he warns, “Do not complain against one another.” Under

stress, we often cannot strike the oppressor, so we strike the nearest

person.

James says stop. The Judge is already at the door.

Word Focus
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TERM GREEK DEFINITION

Be Patient μακροθυμέω 

(makrothumeō)

Long-suffering without 

retaliation.

Early / Late πρόϊμον / ὄψιμον 

(proimon / opsimon)

Seasonal rains; matching endings 

reinforce the full cycle.

Strengthen στηρίζω (stērizō) Establish, brace, make firm.

Complain/Grumble στενάζω (stenazō) Groan against others; corrosive 

speech under pressure.

Little Big Truths

II. Endure Like the Prophets

Text: James 5:10–12 (NASB 1995)

Complaining is what happens when the heart forgets

who is coming.

proimon… opsimon (early/late rains) says God controls

the whole season, not just the beginning.

Patience isn’t passive—it’s planted hope.

If the Judge is at the door, don’t talk like judgment is far

away.
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The prophets suffered because they spoke in the name of the Lord

—yet Scripture calls them “blessed.”

Their suffering was not pointless; it was part of their testimony.

Greek “Gem” (Hendiadys: Two Words, One Idea)

James joins two similar-sounding words:

τῆς κακοπαθίας καὶ τῆς μακροθυμίας (tēs kakopathias kai

tēs makrothymias)—“hardship” and “patience.”

The sound tie and pairing function as a hendiadys: one idea

expressed with two terms—patient endurance through hardship.

Then James names Job. Job’s story includes confusion and hard

questions, but Job did not abandon God.

James says we have seen “the outcome of the Lord”—God’s

intended end, not random luck.

And James anchors everything in God’s character: the Lord is very

compassionate and merciful.

James also warns against rash oath-making in distress.

Integrity—not clever promises—is the mark of a faithful heart.

Word Focus

TERM GREEK DEFINITION

Hardship κακοπαθία (kakopathia) Suffering, affliction for doing right.

Patience μακροθυμία (makrothymia) Long-suffering; steady restraint.
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TERM GREEK DEFINITION

Outcome/End τέλος (telos) The end the Lord intends and 

brings about.

Compassionate πολυσπλάγχνος 
(polusplagchnos)

Deep, visceral tenderness (“much-

bowels”).

Little Big Truths

III. Prayer in Every Season

Text: James 5:13–15 (NASB 1995)

James turns endurance into action: pray.

The prophets prove this: truth can hurt, but it is still

truth.

kakopathias… makrothymias welds hardship + patience

into one call: endure hardship with long-suffering.

Bitterness doesn’t prove life is hard—it proves the roots

are shallow.

Integrity matters most when suffering tries to make you

fake it.

If you are suffering, pray.

If you are cheerful, sing praises.
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This is not superstition. It is humility. The sick person does not

isolate and pretend. He calls the shepherds of the flock.

The elders pray and anoint with oil “in the name of the Lord.”

Oil could be medicinal in that world, and it can also mark the

moment as set apart to God.

Either way, the power is not in oil. The power is in God.

The “prayer of faith” is not a magic formula—it is prayer offered

with trust and submission to God’s will.

James also says, “if he has committed sins, they will be forgiven

him.”

Sometimes sickness is purely physical; sometimes sin is involved;

often we do not know.

James does not tell us to assume every sickness is punishment.

He tells us to respond with prayer, humility, and confession where

needed.

Word Focus

TERM GREEK DEFINITION

Suffering κακοπαθέω 

(kakopatheō)

To endure hardship; linked to faithful 

endurance.

Sick/Weak ἀσθενέω (astheneō) To be weak; can include physical weakness.

Prayer προσευχή (proseuchē) Petition directed to God; dependence, not 

control.

If you are sick, call for the elders.
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Little Big Truths

IV. Confess and Be Healed

Text: James 5:16 (NASB 1995)

Confession is not humiliation—it is liberation.

James commands believers to confess sins to one another and pray

for one another “so that you may be healed.”

This healing can include spiritual restoration and relational repair,

and it may also include physical relief when sin, stress, and burden

are involved.

James refuses to let Christians hide.

Then he says, “The effective prayer of a righteous man can

accomplish much.”

The word behind “effective” carries the idea of working power—not

because the person is a spiritual celebrity,

but because righteousness aligns the life with God’s will.

Prayer is not a lever to force God; prayer is the faithful asking of a

clean-hearted servant.

Word Focus

Prayer is not the last resort; it is the first move.

If you’re too proud to call for help, you’re too proud to

heal well.

Anointing isn’t magic—it is faith acting in humility.
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TERM GREEK DEFINITION

Confess ἐξομολογέω 

(exomologeō)

To openly admit; bring into the 

light.

Effective/Working ἐνεργέω (energeō) To work with power; active, not 

empty.

Righteous δίκαιος (dikaios) Right with God; walking in 

obedience.

Little Big Truths

V. The Power of a Praying Person

Text: James 5:17–18 (NASB 1995)

James brings up Elijah to remove excuses: “Elijah was a man with a

nature like ours.”

That means: not superhuman, not untouchable, not reserved for

“special Christians.”

Then James uses a Hebrew-style intensifier: “he prayed with prayer.”

In Greek: προσευχῇ προσηύξατο (proseuchē prosēuxato).

Unconfessed sin grows best in the dark.

Confession is not a ritual—it is rescue.

Prayer has power when the life is not fighting God.
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It emphasizes earnestness and persistence.

Elijah’s prayers mattered because Elijah depended on God and kept

praying.

James is not turning Elijah into a formula.

He is saying: ordinary people can pray extraordinary prayers when

they live under God and keep asking.

Word Focus

TERM GREEK DEFINITION

Nature like 
ours

ὁμοιοπαθής 
(homoiopathēs)

Same kind of human experience and 

weakness.

Prayed with 
prayer

προσευχῇ προσηύξατο Intensified phrasing: earnest, 

persistent prayer.

Little Big Truths

VI. Bring Back the Wanderer

Your prayers are not small talk—they are dependence in

action.

Elijah was ordinary, but he prayed like God is real.

Persistent prayer is a confession: “I cannot, but God can.”
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Text: James 5:19–20 (NASB 1995)

James ends with rescue.

If anyone strays from the truth and someone turns him back,

that person “saves his soul from death” and “covers a multitude of

sins.”

This is not just doctrinal drift.

It includes moral drift, spiritual neglect, and hardened patterns.

And the responsibility is not only for leaders.

James says “anyone.”

Every Christian has a duty to pursue the wandering.

“Cover a multitude of sins” is not ignoring sin.

It is restoring the sinner so sin does not continue multiplying.

Restoration is mercy with backbone.

Word Focus

TERM GREEK DEFINITION

Wander/Stray πλανάω (planaō) To go off course; be led astray.

Turn back ἐπιστρέφω 

(epistrephō)

To turn around; return to the right path.

Cover καλύπτω (kalyptō) To cover over; remove from ongoing exposure 

through restoration.
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Little Big Truths

Bonus Bridge — James → Hebrews

Endurance on Earth, Confidence in Heaven

James teaches believers what faithful living looks like under

pressure:

wait without retaliation, pray first, confess sin, call the elders, and

pursue the wandering.

That is endurance in boots-on-the-ground obedience.

Hebrews will pick up the same endurance theme and raise the lens

upward.

Where James says, “strengthen your hearts,” Hebrews says,

“fix your eyes on Jesus” (cf. Hebrews 12:1–2).

James ends with action.

Hebrews begins with supremacy:

God has spoken finally “in His Son” (Hebrews 1:1–2),

and that Son is greater than angels, greater than every messenger,

and greater than every system that came before.

Don’t write people off—go after them.

Restoration is holy work, not optional kindness.

Covering sin means stopping its spread by bringing the

sinner back.
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James warns us not to drift in suffering.

Hebrews issues the same alarm:

“we must pay much closer attention… so that we do not drift away”

(Hebrews 2:1).

So the connection is natural:

James trains you to endure rightly; Hebrews anchors your endurance

in the exalted Christ—

the One who provided purification for sins and sat down at the

right hand of the Majesty on high (Hebrews 1:3).

Appetite-Whetter Question

If Jesus is that exalted—and His covenant is that final—what

kind of faithfulness does God expect from people who have

received such a Savior?

Hebrews answers that with one repeated word: better.

Module 12 Wrap-Up — Patience and Prayer

Lesson Theme:

James does not end soft—he ends strong.

When faith is tested, when sickness strikes, when sin surfaces, when

people wander—James gives a clear path:

Pray. Persevere. Pursue.
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FOCUS SUMMARY REFERENCE

Patience Wait like the farmer; God governs the full season. James 5:7

Endurance The prophets and Job show patient endurance in 

hardship.

James 5:10–11

Integrity Let your yes be yes; no manipulation in speech. James 5:12

Prayer Pray in every season; call the elders in weakness. James 5:13–15

Confession Confess and pray so healing and restoration can 

occur.

James 5:16

Restoration Turn back the wanderer; save a soul from death. James 5:19–20

Word Study

GREEK ENGLISH MEANING SIMPLE 

EXPLANATION

μακροθυμέω 

(makrothumeō)

Be patient Long-

suffering

Endure without 

retaliation. (5:7)

στηρίζω (stērizō) Strengthen Establish Brace the heart so it won’t 

wobble. (5:8)

πρόϊμον / ὄψιμον Early / Late Seasonal cycle God governs the full 

season; sound-echo 

reinforces completion. 

(5:7)

κακοπαθία Hardship Affliction Suffering for doing right; 

hardship endured 

faithfully. (5:10)
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GREEK ENGLISH MEANING SIMPLE 

EXPLANATION

πολυσπλάγχνος Compassionate Deep 

tenderness

God’s mercy is visceral 

and real. (5:11)

προσευχή Prayer Petition Dependence on God in 

every season. (5:13)

ἀσθενέω Sick/Weak Weakness Physical 

weakness/sickness; call the 

elders. (5:14)

ἐξομολογέω Confess Openly admit Bring sin into the light for 

help and restoration. (5:16)

ἐνεργέω Effective Working 

power

Active, powerful prayer 

aligned with God. (5:16)

ὁμοιοπαθής Nature like 

ours

Same 

humanity

Elijah was human like us; 

no excuse not to pray. 

(5:17)

πλανάω Wander Go off course Drift from truth in belief 

or life. (5:19)

ἐπιστρέφω 

(epistrephō)

Turn back Return Restore the sinner to the 

right path. (5:19–20)

How to use this workbook section: Do not answer these like you are

completing paperwork. Treat every question like a mirror. If James

exposed something, write what you saw—and then write what you

will do.

Group Discussion
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What is the difference between waiting and quitting? How can

you tell which one you are doing?

James connects patience with “do not grumble against one

another.” Why does suffering often leak into relationships?

The “early and late rains” are outside the farmer’s control. What

“rains” are outside your control right now?

How does hardship + patience as one fused call correct your

expectations of what faithfulness looks like?

What keeps confession from turning into gossip or shame?

What guardrails should a church maintain?

Why do you think James commands the sick to call for the

elders? What does that require of the sick person?
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In what ways can a church obey James 5:19–20 without

becoming controlling or harsh?

Prayer Focus

Self-Assessment

Rate yourself honestly using the scale below: 1 = Rarely true, 5 =

Consistently true.

Father, strengthen my heart to endure without bitterness.

Guard my mouth from grumbling and my mind from revenge.

Teach me to pray first, not last.

Give our elders wisdom, compassion, and courage to shepherd

the weak.

Help me confess sin honestly and respond to others with mercy

and truth.

Put one wandering soul on my heart—and give me the courage

to pursue them.
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STATEMENT 1 2 3 4 5

Patient Endurance: I endure hardship without 

retaliation.

Guarded Speech: Under stress, I refuse 

grumbling and sharp words.

Prayer First: My first move is prayer, not panic 

or plotting.

Humble Help-Seeking: I ask for help 

(including elders) when weak.

Honest Confession: I bring sin into the light 

instead of hiding it.

Restorative Love: I pursue the wandering 

with truth and mercy.

Final Journal Reflection

Journal Prompt: Identify one area where you have been trying

to survive without prayer (pain, conflict, sickness, temptation,

burnout, fear). Write out: (1) what you normally do first, (2)

what James commands you to do first, and (3) one specific act

of obedience you will do in the next 24 hours.
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End your entry with one honest sentence to God that begins:

“Lord, I will stop standing still, and I will…”
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Teacher's Resource Section

Book of James Study

Practical slide ideas, teaching strategies, and discussion prompts for

each module.

Use policy: These slide bullets are built for clean classroom

delivery. Keep pacing tight. Ask one good question per slide.

Move the room from explanation to obedience.

Module 01 – Teacher's Guide

Memory Verse: James 1:2

“Consider it all joy, my brethren, when you encounter various

trials.”

Slide 1 — Opening Aim

The Problem: We instinctively hate pain and try to escape it.

The Command: James orders us to change our accounting

system (Count it joy).

The Goal: Not happiness, but wholeness (perfect and complete).
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Slide 2 — Key Terms

Slide 3 — The Wisdom Clause

Slide 4 — Rich & Poor

Slide 5 — The Reward

Module 02 – Teacher's Guide

Memory Verse: James 1:14

Consider (ἡγήσασθε): Intellectual decision, not emotional

reaction.

Endurance (ὑπομονήν): Active staying power.

Double-minded (δίψυχος): Spiritual schizophrenia.

Trials cause confusion. We need Wisdom.

God gives: Generously.

We ask: Without doubt.

The Gospel reverses status.

The Poor Brother is exalted (He is a Son of God).

The Rich Brother is humbled (He realizes money is grass).

The "Crown of Life" is not salvation, but the reward for

enduring love.

The motivation for endurance is Love for God, not just grit.
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“But each one is tempted when he is carried away and

enticed by his own lust.”

Slide 1 — Opening Aim

Slide 2 — The Nature of God (v. 13)

Slide 3 — The Anatomy of Sin (vv. 14-15)

Slide 4 — The Father of Lights (vv. 16-18)

The Problem: We shift blame. "The devil made me do it" or

"God made me this way."

The Truth: Temptation is an inside job.

The Goal: To accept responsibility for our lust so we can accept

the grace of God.

God is Untemptable (He has no darkness).

God is Not a Tempter (He tests for growth, never solicits for

evil).

Illustration: A coach pushes an athlete to make him stronger; a

saboteur pushes him to make him break. God is the Coach.

Step 1: Desire (ἐπιθυμία): The internal craving.

Step 2: Deception (Hooked): Carried away and enticed.

Step 3: Disobedience (Conception): The will agrees to the lust.

Step 4: Death: The inevitable result.
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Module 03 – Teacher's Guide — Faith That Listens and Lives

Memory Verse: James 1:22

“But prove yourselves doers of the word, and not merely

hearers who delude themselves.”

Teacher Prompt: "In your own life, what is the most

common substitute you see Christians use for genuine

obedience?"

Slide 1 — Opening Aim

Contrast the shifting shadows of earth with the steady light of

God.

God’s "birth process" (Regeneration via Word of Truth) vs. Sin’s

"birth process" (Death).

We are First Fruits: The choicest portion, set apart for Him.

The gap between hearing and doing is the Christian's greatest

point of failure.

This text demands docile submission to the Word, self-control,

and practical service.

The lesson is a direct refutation of any system that substitutes

ritual or emotion for moral change.
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Slide 2 — Text & Structure

The goal is transformation, not just information. The standard is the

"perfect law of liberty," meaning our obedience is a demonstration

of our freedom, not a requirement to attain it.

Slide 3 — Key Terms

When to slow down in class. Focus on χαλιναγωγῶν (bridling the

tongue) as the prerequisite for v. 27's two major tests. If the tongue

is out of control, the rest of the life and service will be corrupted.

1:19–21: The posture for reception (Quick to hear, slow to

speak/anger). Preparation.

1:22–25: The principle of true spirituality (Doer vs. self-

deluding hearer). Practice.

1:26–27: The definition of pure worship

(Tongue/service/purity). Proof.

ταχύς / βραδύς: Quick/Slow. Matters of degree and control,

demanding the highest attention to God and the strictest

discipline for self.

παραλογίζομαι: Delude oneself. The danger is internal.

Nobody else is fooling you; you are deceiving yourself by

believing that knowledge excuses lack of commitment.

ἄσπιλος (ἀ-σπιλος): Unstained. The Alpha Privative stresses

not just cleanliness, but a continuous, active effort to remain

without spot from the world.
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Slide 4 — Exegesis to Practice

Non-Institutional application: Challenge members to name one

individual or local-church-only benevolence action they will take,

bypassing outside human institutions.

Slide 5 — Pitfalls & Warnings

Doctrine — Humility: The root of an unbridled tongue and

quick anger is pride, rejecting God's Word as final and

preferring one's own judgment.

Practice — The Mirror: The difference between a true disciple

and a pretender is the sustained gaze (παρακύπτω) at the

Word, leading to lifelong change, not fleeting remorse (v. 25).

Service — The Two Poles: Pure religion is defined by action

toward man (caring for the needy—orphans/widows) and

separation from the world (holiness).

Error 1: The Anger Trap (v. 20): Believing one’s passion, even in

defense of a religious point, is "righteous." Correction: Man's

anger is always tainted by self, failing God's standard.

Error 2: Passive Hearing (v. 22): Trusting in attendance, sermon

notes, or baptism alone. Correction: Hearing is the entry point;

the life of a saved soul is characterized by a "doer" mindset.

Error 3: Spiritual Hypocrisy (v. 26): Confining Christianity to

the assembly while the tongue is untamed outside the church.

Correction: The unbridled tongue renders all outward worship

futile (μάταιος).
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How to shepherd discussion gently, firmly. When discussing

χαλιναγωγῶν (tongue control), stress that this includes gossip,

slander, and critical spirit—the subtle sins common among sincere

Christians.

Slide 6 — Summary & Bridge

Word Study Quick Reference

GREEK/HEBREW ENGLISH MEANING REF

ποιητής Doer One who executes/performs Jas 

1:22

παραλογίζομαι Delude To reason falsely, trick oneself Jas 

1:22

παρακύπτω Look 

intently

To stoop/peer over/gaze 

closely

Jas 

1:25

χαλιναγωγῶν Bridle To hold in check, rein Jas 

1:26

θρησκεία Religion Outward religious 

service/worship

Jas 

1:27

The Word must be meekly received and decisively obeyed.

Failure to act on the Word is παραλογίζομαι (self-delusion).

The "perfect law of liberty" both frees and guides to holiness.

True worship is defined by active service and moral purity.

Bridge to Module 04: James moves immediately from the

principle of pure religion to its first major test: how we treat the

wealthy versus the poor in the assembly.
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The world is full of religious pretenders, but the church must be full

of obedient disciples. Let us put the boots of obedience on our faith

this week, starting with a tamed tongue and eyes open to the cries of

the helpless.

Memory Verse: James 2:12

“So speak and so act as those who are to be judged by the

law of liberty.”

Slide 1 — Opening Context

Slide 2 — God's Inverted Values

Slide 3 — The Royal Law

The Scene: Two visitors. One Gold, One Rags.

The Test: Who do we greet?

The Verdict: Favoritism is not etiquette; it is heresy. It denies the

Lord of Glory.

God chose the poor: Not because poverty saves, but because

they are spiritually receptive.

The Rich: In this context, they oppress the church.

The Irony: Why flatter your oppressor and dishonor your

brother?
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Slide 4 — The Unity of the Law

Slide 5 — Mercy Triumphs

Module 05 – Teacher's Guide

Memory Verse: James 2:17

“Even so faith, if it has no works, is dead, being by itself.”

Slide 1 — Opening Thought

Source: The King ( Jesus).

Command: Love your neighbor as yourself.

Authority: It overrides all social customs and personal

preferences.

Breaking one link breaks the chain.

You cannot keep the law of "Do not murder" while breaking the

law of "Love neighbor."

Partial obedience is total disobedience.

Judgment: Merciless to the merciless.

Mercy: Boasts over judgment.

Theme: Living faith works because it is alive.

The Truth: Faith and works are not enemies; they are partners.
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Slide 2 — Dead Faith (vv. 14-17)

Slide 3 — Show Me (vv. 18-20)

Slide 4 — Twin Proofs (vv. 21-26)

Slide 5 — The Conclusion

Challenge: "If faith were arrested, would there be enough

evidence to convict it?"

The Question: "Can that faith save him?" (Rhetorical: No).

The Illustration: Wishing a hungry person well without feeding

them is cruel mockery.

The Verdict: Faith without provision is religious theater.

Visibility: Faith is invisible until it acts.

Demons: They have intellectual assent (they know God is one),

and emotional response (they tremble). But they lack allegiance.

Lesson: Belief without submission is demonic faith.

Abraham: The father of the Jews. Proved faith by offering his

son.

Rahab: A Gentile prostitute. Proved faith by hiding spies.

Commonality: Both acted on God's word before seeing the

outcome.

Body - Spirit = Corpse.

Faith - Works = Dead Religion.
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Module 06 – Teacher's Guide

Memory Verse: James 3:10

“From the same mouth come both blessing and cursing. My

brethren, these things ought not to be this way.”

Slide 1 — Opening Aim

Slide 2 — The Teacher's Burden (vv. 1-2)

Slide 3 — Small but Sovereign (vv. 3-5)

Doctrinal Note: Paul teaches justification by faith (root); James

teaches justification by works (fruit). They agree.

The Thesis: The tongue is the thermometer of the heart.

The Warning: Words are never neutral. They burn or they build.

The Goal: To move from "restless evil" to sanctified speech.

The Stricter Judgment: Teachers shape souls; therefore, their

errors have multiplied consequences.

The Standard: Not perfection, but maturity.

Application: Anyone who speaks for God must first listen to

God.

The Bit: Controls the brute strength of the horse.
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Slide 4 — The Arsonist (v. 6)

Slide 5 — The Unnatural Spring (vv. 9-12)

Module 07 – Teacher's Guide

Memory Verse: James 3:17

“But the wisdom from above is first pure, then peaceable,

gentle, reasonable, full of mercy and good fruits, unwavering,

without hypocrisy.”

The Rudder: Controls the massive momentum of the ship.

The Principle: Disproportionate Influence. Control the small

thing (tongue), and you control the whole body.

The Fire: It doesn't just burn; it "defiles the whole body."

The Source: It is "set on fire by hell" (Gehenna).

The Warning: Gossip and slander are not "small sins"; they are

sparks from hell.

The Contradiction: We use the same instrument to praise the

Creator and curse His creation.

The Verdict: "These things ought not to be."

The Solution: A salty spring cannot produce fresh water. The

heart must be cleansed for the speech to be sweet.
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Slide 1 — Opening Aim

Slide 2 — Wisdom is Action (v. 13)

Slide 3 — The Three Enemies (vv. 14-16)

Slide 4 — The Anatomy of Heavenly Wisdom (v. 17)

The Contrast: The world says wisdom is being smart, loud, and

right. James says wisdom is being pure, peaceable, and gentle.

The Test: You can't claim to be wise if you are tearing people

down.

The Goal: To move from "earthly wisdom" (ego) to "heavenly

wisdom" (humility).

Show it: Wisdom is not a degree on the wall; it is a lifestyle.

Meekness: It is not weakness. It is power under control (like a

horse with a bit).

Application: If your "wisdom" causes chaos, it isn't from God.

Earthly: Limited to this life (secular).

Natural: Driven by animal instinct (flesh).

Demonic: Rooted in pride and rebellion (Satan).

The Fruit: Disorder and "every evil thing."

Pure: Clean motives.

Peaceable: Lovers of concord.

Gentle: Consideration for others' feelings.
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Slide 5 — The Harvest (v. 18)

Module 08 – Teacher's Guide

Memory Verse: James 4:7–8

“Submit therefore to God. Resist the devil and he will flee

from you. Draw near to God and He will draw near to you.”

Slide 1 — Opening Aim

Slide 2 — The War Within (vv. 1-3)

Reasonable: Willing to yield; not stubborn.

Merciful: Action-oriented compassion.

The Law of the Harvest: You reap what you sow.

The Seed: Peace.

The Fruit: Righteousness.

Closing Thought: You cannot raise a harvest of righteousness in

a climate of war.

The Diagnosis: The problem isn't "them" (the world, the difficult

brother); the problem is "us" (desires within).

The Cure: Total surrender.

The Goal: To move from internal war to internal peace through

humility.
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Slide 3 — Spiritual Adultery (vv. 4-5)

Slide 4 — The Path Down is Up (vv. 6-10)

Slide 5 — Conclusion

Module 09 – Teacher's Guide

Conflict: Fights start because we want what we want.

Prayer: Selfish prayer ("Spend it on my pleasures") is offensive to

God.

Application: Check your motives. Are you praying for God's

will or your whim?

The Metaphor: God is a jealous husband. The world is a seducer.

The Charge: You cannot be married to God and flirt with the

world.

The Warning: Friendship with the world = Enmity with God.

The Law of Gravity: God opposes the proud (pushes them

down) but gives grace to the humble (lifts them up).

The Commands: Submit -> Resist -> Draw Near -> Cleanse ->

Humble.

The Result: "He will exalt you."

Revival starts with repentance ("Mourn and weep").

We don't need a new strategy; we need a broken heart.

Closing Thought: God never turns away a humble heart.
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Memory Verse: James 4:17

“Therefore, to one who knows the right thing to do and does

not do it, to him it is sin.”

Slide 1 — Opening Aim

Slide 2 — The Judge (vv. 11-12)

Slide 3 — The Merchant (vv. 13-16)

The Problem: We play God in two ways: Judging others (Moral

Pride) and Planning without Him (Practical Atheism).

The Solution: Step down from the throne.

The Goal: To live in humble dependence on the One Lawgiver.

The Act: Slander isn't just mean; it's illegal in God's Kingdom.

The Implication: When you judge the law (by ignoring it), you

place yourself above the law.

The Rebuke: "Who are you?" You are a neighbor, not the Judge.

The Mistake: Not planning, but presuming. "We will go... make

a profit."

The Reality: You are a mist. You don't control tomorrow.

The Correction: "If the Lord wills." This is the death of

arrogance.
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Slide 4 — The Sin of Omission (v. 17)

Module 10 – Teacher's Guide

Memory Verse: James 5:1

“Come now, you rich, weep and howl for your miseries

which are coming upon you.”

Slide 1 — Opening Aim

Slide 2 — The Rotting Hoard (vv. 1-3)

Definition: Knowing the good and refusing to do it.

Application: Procrastination is disobedience.

Challenge: What "good thing" are you delaying right now?

The Tone: Prophetic fire. James isn't teaching; he's shouting a

warning.

The Target: The unrighteous rich who trust in gold rather than

God.

The Goal: To shake us out of comfort and into justice.

The Irony: They saved for the future, but their savings are the

judgment.

The Image: Rust eating flesh like fire.

Application: What we hoard reveals what we fear.
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Slide 3 — The Crying Wages (v. 4)

Slide 4 — The Fattened Calf (vv. 5-6)

Slide 5 — Conclusion

Module 11 – Teacher's Guide

Memory Verse: James 5:8

“You too be patient; strengthen your hearts, for the coming

of the Lord is near.”

The Crime: Delaying payment to the vulnerable.

The Witness: The money itself screams.

The Judge: The Lord of Sabaoth (Armies). He fights for those

who can't fight for themselves.

The Metaphor: Cattle grazing happily before the

slaughterhouse.

The Reality: Luxury dulls spiritual senses.

The Verdict: You have condemned the righteous innocent.

Wealth is a tool, not a savior.

Challenge: Use your power to lift the burden, not increase it.

Closing Thought: God hears the cry of the wallet and the

worker.
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Slide 1 — Opening Aim

Slide 2 — The Farmer (vv. 7-9)

Slide 3 — The Heroes of Endurance (vv. 10-11)

Slide 4 — The Compassionate End (v. 11)

The Context: James is speaking to the oppressed (from Module

10).

The Call: Don't fight back; look up.

The Theme: Active Waiting. It’s not about doing nothing; it’s

about trusting the One who is doing everything.

The Metaphor: A farmer cannot force the crop. He works, then

he waits for the "early and late rains."

The Application: Spiritual growth and justice have a harvest

time.

The Warning: Don't turn on each other while you wait (v. 9).

Stress causes grumbling; faith causes strengthening.

The Prophets: They spoke truth and got hurt for it. They are our

example of courage.

Job: He lost everything and got confused, but he never let go of

God.

The Lesson: "We count them blessed." History honors those

who stayed.

The Outcome (Ekbasin): God restored Job.
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Slide 5 — Integrity in Pressure (v. 12)

Module 12 – Teacher's Guide

Memory Verse: James 5:16

“The effective prayer of a righteous man can accomplish

much.”

Slide 1 — Opening Aim

The Character: God is "full of compassion." He is not cold to

our pain.

Teaching Tip: Remind the class that the middle of the story is

not the end of the story.

The Temptation: To bargain, swear, or manipulate words to

escape suffering.

The Command: Integrity. Let your Yes be Yes.

The Connection: A person who trusts God doesn't need to

manipulate people.

The Call: Don't just stand there—pray something.

The Scope: James covers suffering, joy, sickness, sin, and

wandering.

The Answer: Prayer is the master key for every room in the

house of faith.
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Slide 2 — Patience & Oaths (vv. 7-12)

Slide 3 — The Prayer for the Sick (vv. 13-15)

Slide 4 — Confession & Elijah (vv. 16-18)

Slide 5 — The Rescue Mission (vv. 19-20)

The Farmer: Waits with hope because the crop is precious.

The Prophets: Waited with pain because their calling cost them

dearly.

The Warning: Don't swear oaths to escape pressure—endurance

must come from character, not theatrics.

The Initiative: The sick person calls the elders—submission

before restoration.

The Elders: They pray and anoint, marking the person as

entrusted to God’s care.

The Result: The prayer of faith restores. God works through

obedient order.

Confession: Healing happens in the light. Hidden sin festers.

Elijah: Not superhuman—just super-dependent. His prayers

shut the heavens because God honors earnest trust.

Application: Your prayers have the same access Elijah had—

because your God is the same.

The Reality: People drift spiritually—quietly, slowly,

dangerously.
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The Responsibility: “Any one of you” can turn the wanderer

back. This is church work, not specialist work.

The Reward: Saving a soul from death and covering a multitude

of sins.

Closing: Keep the faith—and live it.
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Appendix B

Scholarly Resources & Bibliography

Working bibliography for deep exegetical, theological, and historical

study of the Epistle of James.

Scope note: Resources are organized for commentary-level

work, including critical exegesis, Greek discourse analysis,

textual criticism, historical theology, and Second Temple

context.

A. Core Critical Commentaries on James (Primary)

1. Allison, D. C., Jr. (2013). A critical and exegetical commentary

on the Epistle of James. T&T Clark.

2. Davids, P. H. (1982). The Epistle of James (NIGTC).

Eerdmans.

3. Johnson, L. T. (1995). The letter of James (Anchor Yale Bible).

Yale University Press.

4. Ropes, J. H. (1916). A critical and exegetical commentary on the

Epistle of St. James (ICC). T&T Clark.

5. Mayor, J. B. (1910). The epistle of St. James: The Greek text with

introduction, notes, and comments. Macmillan.
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B. Secondary & Synthetic Commentaries (Engagement)

C. Greek Language Tools (Lexica, Grammar, Discourse)

6. Moo, D. J. (2013). The letter of James (2nd ed., PNTC).

Eerdmans.

7. Laws, S. (1980). The Epistle of James (BNTC). A & C Black.

8. Blomberg, C. L., & Kamell, M. J. (2008). James. Zondervan.

9. Moo, D. J. (1985). The letter of James. Eerdmans.

10. Motyer, J. A. (1985). The message of James. InterVarsity Press.

11. Nystrom, D. (1997). James (NIV Application Commentary).

Zondervan.

12. Osborne, G. R. (2010). James: Verse by verse. Lexham Press.

13. Richardson, K. A. (1997). James (New American Commentary).

B&H Publishing.

14. Samra, J. (2017). James, 1 & 2 Peter, and Jude. Baker Books.

15. Wright, N. T. (2004). Early Christian letters for everyone: James,

Peter, John, and Judah. Westminster John Knox Press.

16. Bauer, W., Danker, F. W., Arndt, W. F., & Gingrich, F. W.

(2000). A Greek–English lexicon of the New Testament and

other early Christian literature (3rd ed.). University of Chicago

Press.

17. Liddell, H. G., Scott, R., Jones, H. S., & McKenzie, R. (1996). A

Greek–English lexicon (9th ed.). Clarendon Press.

18. Lust, J., Eynikel, E., & Hauspie, K. (2003). Greek–English
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D. Textual Criticism & Translation Aids

E. Reception History & Historical Theology

lexicon of the Septuagint (2nd ed.). Deutsche Bibelgesellschaft.

19. Muraoka, T. (2009). A Greek–English lexicon of the Septuagint.

Peeters.

20. Robertson, A. T. (1914). A grammar of the Greek New

Testament in the light of historical research. Hodder &

Stoughton.

21. Moulton, J. H., Howard, W. F., & Turner, N. (1985). A grammar

of New Testament Greek (Vol. 1: Prolegomena). T&T Clark.

22. Porter, S. E. (1992). Idioms of the Greek New Testament. JSOT

Press.

23. Turner, N. (1963). Grammatical insights into the New

Testament. T&T Clark.

24. Runge, S. E. (2010). Discourse grammar of the Greek New

Testament. Hendrickson.

25. Runge, S. E. (2016). James (High Definition Commentary).

Lexham Press.

26. Metzger, B. M. (1994). A textual commentary on the Greek

New Testament (2nd ed.). United Bible Societies.

27. Loh, J., & Hatton, H. A. (1997). A handbook on the letter from

James. United Bible Societies.

28. Greenlee, J. H. (2008). An exegetical summary of James (2nd

ed.). SIL International.
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F. Jewish Background, Wisdom, and Context (Selected)

G. Bible Translations (Control Set)

English

29. Gowler, D. B. (2014). James through the centuries. Wiley-

Blackwell.

30. Bray, G. L. (Ed.). (2000). James, 1–2 Peter, 1–3 John, Jude

(ACCS). IVP.

31. Calvin, J., & Owen, J. (1999). Commentaries on the Catholic

epistles. CCEL.

32. Bengel, J. A. (1857). Gnomon of the New Testament (Vol. 5).

T&T Clark.

33. Hengel, M. (1974). Judaism and Hellenism (2 vols.). Fortress

Press.

34. Sanders, E. P. (1992). Judaism: Practice and belief, 63 BCE–66

CE. Trinity Press.

35. Nickelsburg, G. W. E. (2001). Jewish literature between the

Bible and the Mishnah. Fortress Press.

36. Perdue, L. G. (2008). The sword and the stylus: An introduction

to wisdom in the age of empires. Eerdmans.

37. King James Version. (1611/1769).

38. New American Standard Bible. (1971/1995).

39. New Revised Standard Version. (1989).

40. New King James Version. (1982).
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Spanish

H. Supporting Multi-Epistle Works (Use Selectively)

I. Customs, Social World, Geography, Maps, and Material Culture

41. English Standard Version. (2001).

42. La Biblia de las Américas. (1986).

43. Nueva Biblia de las Américas. (2020).

44. Biblia Textual. (2010).

45. Reina-Valera. (1909).

46. Reina-Valera. (1960).

47. Lenski, R. C. H. (1946). The interpretation of the Epistle to the

Hebrews and the Epistle of James. Wartburg Press.

48. Adams, J. E. (1979). Hebrews, James, I & II Peter, and Jude:

Commentary. Presbyterian & Reformed.

49. McKnight, E. V., & Church, C. (2011). Hebrews–James (Smyth

& Helwys).

50. Elliott, J. H., & Martin, R. A. (1982). James, I–II Peter, Jude

(Augsburg).

51. deSilva, D. A. (2000). Honor, patronage, kinship & purity. IVP.

52. Malina, B. J. (1993). The New Testament world. WJK.

53. Malina, B. J., & Rohrbaugh, R. L. (1998). Social-science

commentary on the Synoptic Gospels. Fortress.
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J. Pastoral-Theological Voice (Pawson)

54. Neyrey, J. H. (1998). Honor and shame in the Gospel of

Matthew. WJK.

55. Esler, P. F. (2000). The first Christians in their social worlds.

Routledge.

56. Keener, C. S. (1993). The IVP Bible background commentary:

New Testament. IVP.

57. Murphy-O’Connor, J. (2008). The Holy Land: An Oxford

archaeological guide. Oxford.

58. Aharoni, Y., et al. (2002). The Macmillan Bible atlas. Macmillan.

59. Brisco, T. V. (1998). Holman Bible atlas. B&H.

60. Oakman, D. E. (1986). Jesus and the economic questions of his

day. Edwin Mellen.

61. Fiensy, D. A. (2004). The social history of Palestine in the

Herodian period. Edwin Mellen.

62. Horsley, R. A. (2008). Covenant economics: A biblical vision of

justice for all. WJK.

63. Meyers, E. M. (Ed.). (1997). The Oxford encyclopedia of

archaeology in the Near East. Oxford.

64. Chancey, M. A. (2002). The myth of a gentile Galilee.

Cambridge.

65. Charlesworth, J. H. (Ed.). (1992). Jesus and archaeology.

Eerdmans.

66. Pawson, D. (2014). Unlocking the Bible. Collins.
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67. Pawson, D. (n.d.). Teaching/sermon series on James. David

Pawson Ministry.

68. Pawson, D. (1995). When Jesus returns. Hodder & Stoughton.

69. Pawson, D. (1996). Is the blessing biblical?. Hodder &

Stoughton.

70. Pawson, D. (1997). Jesus baptizes in one Holy Spirit. Hodder &

Stoughton.

71. Pawson, D. (1999a). Hope for the millennium. Hodder &

Stoughton.

72. Pawson, D. (1999b). Head in the clouds. Hodder & Stoughton.

73. Pawson, D. (2000a). Explaining the second coming. Renew.

74. Pawson, D. (2000b). Explaining water baptism. Sovereign

World.

75. Pawson, D. (2001). Where is Jesus now?. Kingsway.

76. Pawson, D. (2003a). Unlocking the Bible omnibus.

HarperCollins.

77. Pawson, D. (2003b). The challenge of Islam to Christians.

Hodder Headline.

78. Pawson, D. (2004). Explaining the baptism with the Holy Spirit.

Sovereign World.

79. Pawson, D. (2006). Christianity explained. Terra Nova.

80. Pawson, D. (2007a). Is John 3:16 the gospel?. Terra Nova.

81. Pawson, D. (2007b). Why does God allow natural disasters?.

Terra Nova.

82. Pawson, D. (2007c). Word and Spirit together. Terra Nova.

83. Pawson, D. (2008a). Defending Christian Zionism. Terra Nova.
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K. Additional Resources (Wolfgang)

84. Pawson, D. (2008b). Practising the principles of prayer. Terra

Nova.

85. Pawson, D. (2008c). Living in hope. Terra Nova.

86. Pawson, D. (2008d). The God and the gospel of righteousness.

Terra Nova.

87. Pawson, D. (2008e). Come with me through Revelation. Terra

Nova.

88. Pawson, D. (2009a). Israel in the New Testament. Terra Nova.

89. Pawson, D. (n.d.). David Pawson teaching trust.

DavidPawson.org.

90. Pawson, D. (n.d.). Free downloads and resources.

DavidPawson.org.

91. Pawson, D. (n.d.). David Pawson Official YouTube Channel.

YouTube.

92. Wolfgang, S. (1989a). History and background of the

institutional controversy (1). Guardian of Truth, 33(7).

93. Wolfgang, S. (1989b). History and background of the

institutional controversy (4). Guardian of Truth, 33(10).

94. Wolfgang, S. (2013, January 1). Helping Christians addicted to

pornography (cont.) [Audio sermon].

95. Wolfgang, S. (2013, April 30). Reaching upward web videos.

ἐκλεκτικός.

96. Wolfgang, S. (2016, October 20). Where the Romans breached

Jerusalem’s wall. ἐκλεκτικός.
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97. Wolfgang, S. (2019, November 6). Irven Lee, part 2: The

“friendly letter.” ἐκλεκτικός.

98. Wolfgang, S. (2020, February 18). Todd Bolen tells the

backstory of BiblePlaces photos. ἐκλεκτικός.

99. Wolfgang, S. (2020, December 18). Prohibition mythologies.

ἐκλεκτικός.

100. Wolfgang, S. (n.d.). Sermons by Steve Wolfgang. Tomlinson

Run Church of Christ.

101. Wolfgang, S. (2025). My years in preaching [Video]. YouTube.

102. Wolfgang, S. (2025). Fall gospel meeting sermons [Video

playlist]. YouTube.
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Appendix

Hebrew & Greek Word Studies — James Workbook

Modules 01–12 • Research-style glossary with doctrinal tables

Quick Navigation

Greek

ἀδιάκριτος — adiakritos

Greek

Hebrew

Doctrinal Tables & Comparisons

Wordplay & Rhetorical Precision in James

Calvinist Doctrine Statement in James Text — Direct Conflict

Greek — Additional James-Critical Word Studies

Hebrew — Additional Concepts (Additive)

Additional Tables & Comparisons (Additive)

Gloss: Nonjudgmental or impartial.

Appears in: James 3:17 (as wisdom from above).

Meaning in context: Describes wisdom that is unwavering and

without partiality.

Teaching payoff: True wisdom from God is impartial, avoiding

favoritism and promoting unity among believers. This

encourages Christians to practice fairness in relationships,
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ἀκαταστασία — akatastasia

ἀκατάστατος — akatastatos

reflecting God's character. Practically, it calls for self-

examination to eliminate biases in daily interactions.

Module anchors: (M07, “Heavenly Wisdom”, quote “Impartial,

without distinction...”); (Additional, “James 3:17”, quote

“nonjudgmental, without hypocrisy...”).

Gloss: Disorder or instability.

Appears in: James 3:16 (as result of earthly wisdom).

Meaning in context: Chaos produced by pride and jealousy.

Teaching payoff: Earthly wisdom leads to disorder, warning

believers against envy that disrupts community. Conservative

faith emphasizes heavenly wisdom for peace. Practically, avoid

rivalry to foster stable relationships.

Module anchors: (M07, “Heavenly Wisdom”, quote “Chaos

produced by pride...”); (M10, “The Sin of Speaking Against a

Brother”, quote “...instability in faith...”).

Gloss: Unstable or disorderly.

Appears in: James 3:8 (describing the tongue).

Meaning in context: Unpredictable and spiritually dangerous

speech.

Teaching payoff: The tongue's instability reflects heart issues;

control it for maturity. Text-driven call to guard words.

Practically, pause before speaking to align with faith.
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ἀκατάσχετον — akatascheton

ἀνέλεος — aneleos

ἀνυπόκριτος — anupokritos

Module anchors: (M06, “Speaking Wisely”, quote “Describes

speech that is...”).

Gloss: Uncontrollable.

Appears in: James 3:8 (variant for tongue).

Meaning in context: Alternative to restless, describing

untamable evil.

Teaching payoff: Human inability to control the tongue

highlights need for divine help. Conservative view: rely on Spirit

for speech. Practically, pray for restraint in conversations.

Module anchors: (Additional, “3:8 ἀκατάστατον”, quote

“uncontrollable evil...”).

Gloss: Without mercy.

Appears in: James 2:13 (judgment without mercy).

Meaning in context: Judgment lacking compassion.

Teaching payoff: Mercy triumphs over judgment; show mercy to

receive it. Text-driven: emulate God's mercy. Practically, forgive

others to experience grace.

Module anchors: (Additional, “4:2 Segmentation”, quote

“without mercy...”).
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ἄνθρωπος — anthrōpos

ἀπειραστός — apeirastos

Gloss: Sincere or without hypocrisy.

Appears in: James 3:17 (as wisdom from above).

Meaning in context: Genuine, unmixed, not wearing a mask.

Teaching payoff: Heavenly wisdom is sincere, opposing pretense.

Conservative faith demands authenticity. Practically, live

transparently to build trust.

Module anchors: (M07, “Heavenly Wisdom”).

Gloss: Man, human being.

Appears in: James 1:7, 1:19–20, 3:9 (man as image-bearer).

Meaning in context: Generic human, emphasizing shared frailty

and dignity.

Teaching payoff: Human anger does not achieve God’s

righteousness; man is accountable for speech because made in

God's likeness. Conservative application: humility before God,

dignity toward others.

Module anchors: (M01, “Human Anger”); (M06, “Blessing and

Cursing”).

Gloss: Untemptable.

Appears in: James 1:13.

Meaning in context: God cannot be tempted by evil.

221



ἐπιθυμία — epithymia

ἔργον — ergon

Teaching payoff: God is not the author of temptation; removes

excuse for blaming God. Text-driven: God tests for growth,

never tempts to sin.

Module anchors: (M02, “The Anatomy of Temptation”).

Gloss: Desire, lust, craving.

Appears in: James 1:14–15, 4:1–3.

Meaning in context: Internal craving that drags away and

conceives sin.

Teaching payoff: Temptation is internal, not external. Own your

desires. Conservative: sin begins in the heart, not circumstances.

Module anchors: (M02, “Anatomy of Sin”); (M08, “The War

Within”).

Gloss: Work, deed, action.

Appears in: James 1:4, 1:25, 2:14–26, 3:13.

Meaning in context: Visible evidence of faith; fruit of

obedience.

Teaching payoff: Faith without works is dead. Works complete

faith, not earn salvation. Text-driven harmony with Paul: root vs.

fruit.

Module anchors: (M05, “Faith That Works”); (M07, “Wisdom

Shown by Deeds”).
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ἡδονή — hēdonē

θρησκεία — thrēskeia

κατακαυχάομαι — katakauchaomai

Gloss: Pleasure (often self-centered).

Appears in: James 4:1, 4:3.

Meaning in context: Cravings that wage war and corrupt prayer.

Teaching payoff: Selfish pleasure-seeking causes conflict and

unanswered prayer. Conservative: pleasure is not neutral when it

rules the heart.

Module anchors: (M08, “Desires at War”).

Gloss: Religion, religious worship.

Appears in: James 1:26–27.

Meaning in context: Outward religious practice.

Teaching payoff: Pure religion is defined by tongue control, care

for vulnerable, and separation from world. Empty religion is

worthless.

Module anchors: (M03, “Pure Religion”).

Gloss: To boast against or triumph over.

Appears in: James 2:13, 3:14.

Meaning in context: Mercy boasts over judgment; false wisdom

boasts in arrogance.

Teaching payoff: Mercy triumphs; pride invites judgment.

Module anchors: (M04, “Mercy Triumphs”).
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κρίσις — krisis

μακαρίζω — makarizō

ὁλότελος — holotelēs

Gloss: Judgment.

Appears in: James 2:13, 5:12.

Meaning in context: Final divine verdict; judgment without

mercy for the merciless.

Teaching payoff: How we judge others shapes how we are

judged. Mercy shown now determines mercy received.

Module anchors: (M04, “Judgment Without Mercy”).

Gloss: To count blessed.

Appears in: James 1:12, 5:11.

Meaning in context: Declare blessed those who endure.

Teaching payoff: Endurance under trial brings blessing and

crown of life.

Module anchors: (M01, “Endurance”); (M11, “Job’s

Endurance”).

Gloss: Complete, perfect (end-goal maturity).

Appears in: James 1:4.

Meaning in context: Let endurance finish its work to make you

complete.

Teaching payoff: Trials aim at wholeness, not just survival.

Module anchors: (M01, “Perfect and Complete”).
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παραλογίζομαι — paralogizomai

πειρασμός — peirasmos

ποιητής — poiētēs

Gloss: To delude or deceive oneself.

Appears in: James 1:22.

Meaning in context: Hearing without doing is self-deception.

Teaching payoff: Knowledge without obedience fools the

knower. Danger is internal.

Module anchors: (M03, “Doers, Not Hearers Only”).

Gloss: Trial, testing, temptation.

Appears in: James 1:2, 1:12–13.

Meaning in context: External pressure (testing) vs. internal lure

(temptation).

Teaching payoff: Distinguish God’s testing (for growth) from

temptation (from desire).

Module anchors: (M01, “Various Trials”); (M02, “Not From

God”).

Gloss: Doer, performer.

Appears in: James 1:22–25, 4:11.

Meaning in context: One who actively obeys the word.

Teaching payoff: Blessing comes to the doer, not the hearer.

Module anchors: (M03, “Doer of the Work”).
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πραΰτης — prautēs

σοφία — sophia

τηρέω — tēreō

Gloss: Gentleness, meekness.

Appears in: James 1:21, 3:13.

Meaning in context: Humble receptivity to the word; strength

under control.

Teaching payoff: Receive the word meekly; show wisdom

through meek conduct.

Module anchors: (M03, “Meekly Receive”); (M07, “Meekness of

Wisdom”).

Gloss: Wisdom.

Appears in: James 1:5, 3:13–17.

Meaning in context: God-given skill for godly living; heavenly

vs. earthly.

Teaching payoff: Ask in faith; true wisdom is pure, peaceable,

gentle.

Module anchors: (M01, “Ask for Wisdom”); (M07, “Wisdom

From Above”).

Gloss: To keep, guard, obey.

Appears in: James 1:27, 2:10.

Meaning in context: Keep oneself unstained; keep the whole

law.
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ὑπομονή — hypomonē

Hebrew

ʾemet — ת מֶ אֱ

Gloss: truth, reliability.

Conceptual tie to James: integrity speech and life (1:18; 3:14; 5:12).

Teaching payoff: truth is covenant consistency—no double-talk, no

divided life.

Module anchors: M02, M06, M12.

ʿānāw / ʿănāwāh — נָוָה נָו / עֲ עָ

Gloss: humble / humility.

Teaching payoff: Obedience is active guarding.

Module anchors: (M03, “Keep Unstained”).

Gloss: Endurance, steadfastness.

Appears in: James 1:3–4, 5:11.

Meaning in context: Active staying power under trial.

Teaching payoff: Testing produces endurance; endurance

produces maturity.

Module anchors: (M01, “Testing Produces Endurance”); (M11,

“Patience”).
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Conceptual tie to James: 4:6–10 humility as submission.

Teaching payoff: humility is not timidity; it is yielded obedience

under God.

Module anchors: M08, M09.

ḥokmāh — ה כְמָ חָ

Gloss: wisdom (skill for God-fearing living).

Conceptual tie to James: wisdom asked from God (1:5) and

displayed by conduct (3:13–18).

Teaching payoff: wisdom is lived holiness—peaceable, merciful,

sincere.

Module anchors: M01, M07.

ḥesed — ד סֶ חֶ

Gloss: steadfast love, covenant mercy.

Conceptual tie to James: mercy-to-vulnerable and mercy-at-

judgment (1:27; 2:13).

Teaching payoff: mercy is covenant loyalty in action, not optional

charity.

Module anchors: M03, M04.
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yirʾat YHWH — אַת יְהוָה יִרְ

Gloss: fear of the LORD (reverent awe).

Conceptual tie to James: God as Lawgiver-Judge near at the door

(4:12; 5:9).

Teaching payoff: reverent fear steadies speech, humbles planning,

restrains grumbling.

Module anchors: M09, M11, M12.

lēv — לֵב

Gloss: heart (inner will/desires).

Conceptual tie to James: desire-driven sin and conflict (1:14–15;

4:1–4).

Teaching payoff: external religion without heart change becomes

self-deception.

Module anchors: M02, M08.

nāvāl — נָבָל

Gloss: fool (morally corrupt person).

Conceptual tie to James: “wisdom vs folly” contrasts (3:13–18).
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Teaching payoff: foolishness is not low IQ—it’s self-centered living

that breeds disorder.

Module anchors: M07, M08.

rāšāʿ — ע שָׁ רָ

Gloss: wicked / guilty oppressor.

Conceptual tie to James: unjust rich crushing the righteous (5:1–6).

Teaching payoff: God judges unjust hands and unjust systems, not

just private feelings.

Module anchors: M10.

ṣedeq / ṣedāqāh — ה קָ דָ ק / צְ דֶ צֶ

Gloss: righteousness / just conduct.

Conceptual tie to James: righteousness not produced by anger;

peace yields righteousness (1:20; 3:18).

Teaching payoff: righteousness is relational justice, mercy, obedient

faith.

Module anchors: M03, M07, M10.

tôrāh — ה תּוֹרָ
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Gloss: instruction (covenant teaching).

Conceptual tie to James: law-of-liberty/royal law (1:25; 2:8–12;

4:11).

Teaching payoff: Torah-as-instruction explains why James calls law

“liberty”: it frees from sin by forming obedience.

Module anchors: M03, M04, M09.

tāmîm — ים מִ תָּ

Gloss: whole, blameless, complete.

Conceptual tie to James: “perfect and complete” maturity (1:4).

Teaching payoff: wholeness is the opposite of double-minded

fragmentation.

Module anchors: M01, M08, M12.

Doctrinal Tables & Comparisons

Table 1: Heavenly vs. Earthly Wisdom ( James 3:13–18)

CHARACTERISTIC HEAVENLY WISDOM 

( V. 17)

EARTHLY 

WISDOM ( V. 

15–16)

Origin From above Earthly, natural, 

demonic
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CHARACTERISTIC HEAVENLY WISDOM 

( V. 17)

EARTHLY 

WISDOM ( V. 

15–16)

First quality Pure Jealousy, selfish 

ambition

Fruit Peaceable, gentle, reasonable, 

merciful, good fruits, 

unwavering, without hypocrisy

Disorder, every evil 

thing

Result Righteousness sown in peace Conflict and division

Table 2: Hearing vs. Doing ( James 1:22–25)

TYPE DESCRIPTION OUTCOME

Mere Hearer Looks into mirror and walks 

away

Self-deception, forgets what was 

seen

Doer of the 

Word

Looks intently and perseveres Blessed in what he does

Table 3: Faith vs. Works ( James 2:14–26)

ASPECT DEAD FAITH LIVING FAITH

Evidence No works Works as visible proof

Illustration Saying “go in peace” 

without helping

Abraham and Rahab acting on 

God’s word

Comparison to 

Demons

Demons believe and 

tremble

Demons do not submit or obey
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ASPECT DEAD FAITH LIVING FAITH

Result Cannot save Saves and justifies (fruit)

Table 4: Law of Liberty vs. Law of Judgment

LAW DESCRIPTION EFFECT

Law of Liberty 

(1:25; 2:12)

Perfect law that frees through 

obedience

Brings blessing and 

mercy

Law of Judgment 

(2:13)

Judgment without mercy to the 

merciless

Mercy triumphs over 

judgment

Table 5: Tongue Control ( James 3:1–12)

ILLUSTRATION CONTROL OUTCOME

Bit in horse’s mouth Small thing controls large 

body

Direction of life

Rudder on ship Small thing steers large 

vessel

Direction of life

Small fire Small spark sets great forest 

ablaze

Destruction

Spring water Cannot produce both fresh 

and salt

Inconsistency reveals 

divided heart

Table 6: The Law of the Harvest ( James 3:18)
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SEED FRUIT

Peace Righteousness

Disorder & envy Every evil practice

Table 7: Mercy Triumphs ( James 2:13)

ACTION RESULT

Show mercy Mercy triumphs over judgment

No mercy Judgment without mercy

Table 8: Double-Mindedness vs. Single-Hearted Submission

CONDITION CHARACTERISTIC CURE

Double-minded (1:8; 

4:8)

Unstable in all ways Purify hearts, submit to 

God

Single-hearted Stable, steadfast Draw near to God

Table 9: Omission as Sin ( James 4:17)

KNOWLEDGE ACTION RESULT

Knows the right thing Does it Obedience
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KNOWLEDGE ACTION RESULT

Knows the right thing Does not do it Sin

Table 10: Apocryphal / Extra-Canonical Comparisons (for doctrinal

teaching)

JAMES 

TEXT

APOCRYPHAL 

PARALLEL

KEY DIFFERENCE

James 1:2–4 

(trials)

Sirach 2:1–6 (testing 

produces endurance)

Sirach emphasizes patience; James 

emphasizes joy and crown of life

James 1:13–15 

(temptation)

Sirach 15:11–20 (God 

does not tempt)

James adds internal desire as 

source; Sirach focuses on free will

James 3:13–18 

(wisdom)

Wisdom of Solomon 7–8 

(wisdom from God)

James contrasts earthly vs. 

heavenly; Wisdom of Solomon is 

more philosophical

James 4:7–8 

(submit & resist)

Tobit 4:7 (humility draws 

God near)

James adds resist the devil; Tobit 

focuses on almsgiving

James 5:16 

(confess & pray)

Sirach 38:15 (pray for 

healing)

James emphasizes confession to 

one another; Sirach emphasizes 

prayer to God

Wordplay & Rhetorical Precision in James

James uses deliberate lexical compression—single words carrying

layered meanings across contexts. His rhetoric is Hebraic in

worldview but Greek in precision, often hinging on double

meanings, verb tense, compound forms, and metaphor progression.
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Table: Lexical & Rhetorical Wordplay in James

EXAMPLE GREEK 

WORD(S)

EXPANDED 

WORDPLAY

RHETORICAL / 

THEOLOGICAL 

EFFECT

Trials → 

Temptation

πειρασμός 
(peirasmos)

Same noun used 

for external 

testing (1:2, 1:12) 

and internal 

temptation (1:13–

15). Context, not 

vocabulary, 

determines 

meaning.

Forces reader to 

distinguish God’s 

purpose (testing → 

maturity) from human 

desire (temptation → 

sin). Eliminates excuse-

shifting.

Testing → 

Proof

δοκίμιον / 

δόκιμος
δοκίμιον 

(testing/proving 

process) leads to 

becoming 

δόκιμος 
(approved, 

genuine). 

Metallurgical 

imagery 

(assay/refining).

Trials are not punitive 

but authenticating. Faith 

is shown genuine 

through endurance, not 

asserted verbally.

Desire → 

Conception 

→ Birth

ἐπιθυμία → 

συλλαβοῦσα 

→ τίκτει → 

ἀποκύει

Progressive 

reproductive 

metaphor: desire 

conceives → sin is 

born → death is 

generated. Change 

of verbs intensifies 

culpability.

Sin is not accidental. 

Responsibility is 

personal and progressive. 

Lust is not neutral.

Wisdom → 

Works

σοφία / ἔργον Wisdom is never 

abstract. σοφία 

must be shown 

(δείξατω) by 

ἔργα. Wisdom 

without works is 

self-contradictory.

Refutes intellectualized 

faith. Wisdom is 

validated by conduct, 

not claims.
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EXAMPLE GREEK 

WORD(S)

EXPANDED 

WORDPLAY

RHETORICAL / 

THEOLOGICAL 

EFFECT

Wisdom 

Above vs 

Below

ἄνωθεν / 

ἐπίγειος
Vertical contrast: 

“from above” 

(divine origin) vs. 

“earthly” 

(horizontal, fallen 

perspective).

Establishes source-based 

ethics: origin determines 

outcome.

Wisdom 

Character 

Stack

καθαρά… 

εὐπειθής… 

ἀνυπόκριτος

Sevenfold 

description 

mirrors wisdom 

lists in Proverbs. 

Each adjective 

escalates ethical 

demand.

Wisdom is moral, 

relational, and peace-

producing—not 

cleverness.

Tongue → 

Body

γλῶσσα / σῶμα Disproportion: 

smallest member 

causes greatest 

destruction.

Speech reveals moral 

core. Minimizes no sin 

of speech.

Bit / Rudder 

/ Fire

χαλινός / 
πηδάλιον / πῦρ

Three escalating 

metaphors: 

control → 

direction → 

destruction.

Shows increasing 

consequence of 

unrestrained speech.

World of 

Iniquity

κόσμος τῆς 
ἀδικίας

κόσμος = 

organized system. 

Tongue contains a 

microcosm of evil.

Speech channels 

systemic corruption, not 

isolated slips.

Wheel of 

Birth

τροχὸς τῆς 
γενέσεως

Life pictured as a 

wheel set spinning 

at birth. Tongue 

ignites it.

Speech shapes the entire 

course of life, not 

momentary outcomes.

Double-

Minded

δίψυχος “Two-souled,” not 

merely indecisive. 

Internal covenant 

breach.

Exposes divided loyalty 

as spiritual instability.
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EXAMPLE GREEK 

WORD(S)

EXPANDED 

WORDPLAY

RHETORICAL / 

THEOLOGICAL 

EFFECT

Hearing → 

Doing

ἀκροατής / 
ποιητής

Passive listener vs 

active performer. 

Legal imagery.

Obedience, not 

exposure, produces 

blessing.

Look vs 

Look Intently

κατανοέω / 

παρακύπτω
First glance vs 

stooping, 

penetrating look.

Superficial exposure vs 

transformational 

engagement.

Law of 

Liberty

νόμος / 
ἐλευθερία

Paradox: law that 

frees rather than 

enslaves.

Obedience is liberation, 

not bondage.

Mercy vs 

Judgment

ἔλεος / κρίσις Personified 

contest. Mercy 

“boasts over” 

judgment.

Ethics now determine 

judgment later.

Faith → 

Works

πίστις / ἔργα Not opposites but 

root and fruit.

Refutes “faith alone” as a 

biblical category.

Justification δικαιόω Vindication by 

demonstrated 

obedience, not 

initial belief alone.

James and Paul address 

different moments of 

justification.

Rich Fading ἄνθος / 
μαραίνω

Botanical 

imagery: beauty 

→ withering → 

disappearance.

Wealth is temporary and 

unreliable.

Planning λέγετε… 

ποιήσομεν
Future tense 

arrogance without 

θεοῦ θέλοντος.

Human presumption 

rebuked.

Omission as 

Sin

εἰδέναι… μὴ 

ποιεῖν
Ethical knowledge 

creates moral 

obligation.

Neutrality is impossible. 

Inaction is sin.
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EXAMPLE GREEK 

WORD(S)

EXPANDED 

WORDPLAY

RHETORICAL / 

THEOLOGICAL 

EFFECT

Confession 

→ Healing

ἐξομολογεῖσθε 

/ ἰαθήτε
Community 

honesty precedes 

restoration.

Healing is relational, not 

merely private.

Elijah 

Example

ὁμοιοπαθής “Of like passions.” 

Elijah 

demythologized.

Prayer effectiveness not 

tied to elite status.

Turning a 

Sinner

ἐπιστρέψῃ Conversion 

language applied 

to brethren.

Apostasy is real; 

restoration is urgent.

Summary Observation

James’ wordplay is ethical, not ornamental.

His rhetoric forces moral clarity, collapses excuses, and binds belief

to behavior.

James does not merely teach—he presses the reader into decision.

Calvinist Doctrine Statement in James Text — Direct Conflict

No neutral ground

No abstract faith

No consequence-free speech

No wisdom without obedience
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CALVINIST 

DOCTRINE

STATEMENT JAMES 

TEXT

DIRECT 

CONFLICT

Total Depravity Man can receive and 

obey God’s word

James 

1:21–22

Commands to receive 

and do the word 

assume moral ability 

and responsibility.

Irresistible Grace God responds to 

human approach

James 4:8 God draws near after 

man draws near. Grace 

is not forced.

Unconditional 

Election

God chooses those 

who love Him

James 2:5 Love is a condition, 

not an unconditional 

decree.

Faith Alone Faith without works 

is dead

James 2:17 Faith that does not act 

has no saving value.

Justification by 

Faith Alone

Man is justified by 

works and not by 

faith alone

James 2:24 Explicit denial of faith 

alone justification.

Imputed 

Righteousness 

Only

Abraham was 

justified when he 

acted

James 

2:21–23

Justification is tied to 

obedient action, not 

declaration alone.

Perseverance of 

the Saints

A brother can stray 

and be lost

James 

5:19–20

A saved person can 

depart and require 

restoration to avoid 

death.

No Real Apostasy Sin brings death James 

1:14–15

Death follows sin; the 

warning is real, not 

hypothetical.

God Ordains Sin God does not tempt 

anyone

James 1:13 Moral evil does not 

originate with God.

Monergistic 

Salvation

Man must respond 

to the implanted 

word

James 

1:18–21

God gives the word; 

man must accept and 

obey it.
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CALVINIST 

DOCTRINE

STATEMENT JAMES 

TEXT

DIRECT 

CONFLICT

Fixed Eternal 

State

Judgment is 

according to conduct

James 

2:12–13

Judgment is based on 

how one lives under 

God’s law.

Greek — Additional James-Critical Word Studies

ἀδελφός — adelphos

Gloss: Brother (covenant-family member).

Appears in: repeated address (e.g., 1:2, 1:16, 1:19, 2:1, 4:11, 5:7,

5:12, 5:19).

Meaning in context: Correction is delivered as family accountability

inside belonging.

Teaching payoff: James is severe, but not detached—he disciplines

the covenant household.

Module anchors: M01, M02, M03, M04, M09, M11, M12.

ἀκροατής — akroatēs

Gloss: Hearer, listener.

Appears in: James 1:22–25.
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Meaning in context: Hearing can become self-deception if it stops

at intake.

Teaching payoff: Passive religion is counterfeit; obedience is the test.

Module anchors: M03.

ἀκατάστατος — akatastatos

Gloss: Unstable, restless.

Appears in: James 1:8.

Meaning in context: Divided devotion makes a person unreliable “in

all his ways.”

Teaching payoff: Spiritual inconsistency produces life instability; it’s

not harmless.

Module anchors: M01, M08.

242



Appendix D — Memory Verses

Module Memory Verses

Reference: James 1:2

“Consider it all joy, my brethren, when you encounter various trials.”

Reference: James 1:14

“But each one is tempted when he is carried away and enticed by his

own lust.”

Reference: James 1:22

“But prove yourselves doers of the word, and not merely hearers

who delude themselves.”

Reference: James 2:12

“So speak and so act as those who are to be judged by the law of

liberty.”

Reference: James 2:17

“Even so faith, if it has no works, is dead, being by itself.”

Reference: James 3:10
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“From the same mouth come both blessing and cursing. My

brethren, these things ought not to be this way.”

Reference: James 3:17

“But the wisdom from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle,

reasonable, full of mercy and good fruits, unwavering, without

hypocrisy.”

Reference: James 4:7–8

“Submit therefore to God. Resist the devil and he will flee from you.

Draw near to God and He will draw near to you.”

Reference: James 4:17

“Therefore, to one who knows the right thing to do and does not do

it, to him it is sin.”

Reference: James 5:1

“Come now, you rich, weep and howl for your miseries which are

coming upon you.”

Reference: James 5:8

“You too be patient; strengthen your hearts, for the coming of the

Lord is near.”

Reference: James 5:16
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“The effective prayer of a righteous man can accomplish much.”

James Memory Verse Hub • Verbatim Data Preservation Mode
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Scripture Index — Epistle of James Workbook (Modules 01–
12)

Old Testament

Genesis

Leviticus

Deuteronomy

Joshua

Genesis 1:1 — (M03, “Wake-Up Call: Hearing Can Damn

You”, Mentioned)

Genesis 1:26 — (M06, “Speaking Wisely”, Mentioned)

Genesis 15:6 — (M05, “Faith That Works”, Mentioned)

Genesis 22 — (M05, “Faith That Works”, Mentioned)

Leviticus 19:13 — (M11, “The God Who Sees”, Mentioned)

Leviticus 19:15 — (M04, “Faith Without Favoritism”,

Mentioned)

Leviticus 19:18 — (M04, “Faith Without Favoritism”,

Mentioned)

Deuteronomy 24:14–15 — (M11, “The God Who Sees”,

Mentioned)

Joshua 2 — (M05, “Faith That Works”, Mentioned)
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1 Kings

Job

Proverbs

Ecclesiastes

Malachi

1 Kings 17–18 — (M12, “The Power of a Praying Person”,

Mentioned)

Job 42:10–17 — (M11, “Endure Like the Prophets”,

Mentioned)

Proverbs 3:13–18 — (M06, “Speaking Wisely”, Mentioned)

Proverbs 11:28 — (M11, “The God Who Sees”, Mentioned)

Proverbs 12:18 — (M06, “Speaking Wisely”, Mentioned)

Proverbs 14:29 — (M03, “Swift to Hear, Slow to Speak, Slow to

Wrath”, Mentioned)

Proverbs 18:21 — (M06, “Speaking Wisely”, Mentioned)

Proverbs 27:1 — (M08, “The War Within”, Mentioned); (M09,

“Don’t Play Judge”, Mentioned)

Ecclesiastes 5:1–2 — (M03, “Swift to Hear, Slow to Speak,

Slow to Wrath”, Mentioned)

Malachi 3:5 — (M11, “The God Who Sees”, Mentioned)
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New Testament

Matthew

Luke

John

Romans

Matthew 5:3–12 — (M01, “The Crucible of Joy”, Mentioned)

Matthew 5:7 — (M04, “Faith Without Favoritism”, Mentioned)

Matthew 5:9 — (M06, “Speaking Wisely”, Mentioned)

Matthew 7:24–27 — (M03, “The Self-Delusion of the Mere

Hearer”, Mentioned)

Matthew 12:36–37 — (M03, “The Works of Pure Religion”,

Mentioned)

Matthew 25:36 — (M03, “The Works of Pure Religion”,

Mentioned)

Luke 11:28 — (M03, “The Self-Delusion of the Mere Hearer”,

Mentioned)

Luke 12:16–21 — (M08, “The War Within”, Mentioned);

(M11, “The God Who Sees”, Mentioned)

John 13:17 — (M03, “The Self-Delusion of the Mere Hearer”,

Mentioned)

Romans 4:1–5 — (M05, “Faith That Works”, Mentioned)
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Galatians

Ephesians

1 Timothy

Hebrews

Romans 5:3–4 — (M01, “Verse-by-Verse Observation”,

Mentioned)

Romans 12:1–2 — (M03, “The Works of Pure Religion”,

Mentioned)

Romans 12:19 — (M03, “Swift to Hear, Slow to Speak, Slow to

Wrath”, Mentioned)

Galatians 6:1 — (M10, “Don’t Play Judge”, Mentioned)

Ephesians 4:26–27 — (M03, “Swift to Hear, Slow to Speak,

Slow to Wrath”, Mentioned)

Ephesians 4:29 — (M06, “Speaking Wisely”, Mentioned)

1 Timothy 6:17–19 — (M11, “The God Who Sees”,

Mentioned)

Hebrews 1:1–2 — (M12, “BONUS BRIDGE — JAMES →

HEBREWS”, Mentioned)

Hebrews 1:3 — (M12, “BONUS BRIDGE — JAMES →

HEBREWS”, Mentioned)
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James

Hebrews 2:1 — (M12, “BONUS BRIDGE — JAMES →

HEBREWS”, Mentioned)

Hebrews 11:17–19 — (M05, “Faith That Works”, Mentioned)

Hebrews 12:1–2 — (M12, “BONUS BRIDGE — JAMES →

HEBREWS”, Mentioned)

Hebrews 12:11 — (M01, “Verse-by-Verse Observation”,

Mentioned)

James 1:1–12 — (M01, “The Crucible of Joy”, Mentioned)

James 1:2 — (M01, “Memory Verse”, Quoted)

James 1:2–4 — (M01, “The Command: Count it Joy”,

Mentioned)

James 1:5–8 — (M01, “The Resource: Wisdom for the Asking”,

Mentioned)

James 1:9–11 — (M01, “The Perspective: Rich and Poor”,

Mentioned)

James 1:12 — (M01, “The Reward: The Crown of Life”,

Mentioned)

James 1:13–15 — (M02, “The Anatomy of Temptation”,

Mentioned)

James 1:16–18 — (M02, “The Anatomy of Temptation”,

Mentioned)

James 1:19–21 — (M03, “Swift to Hear, Slow to Speak, Slow to

Wrath”, Mentioned)
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James 1:19–27 — (M03, “Faith That Listens and Lives”,

Mentioned)

James 1:22 — (M03, “The Self-Delusion of the Mere Hearer”,

Quoted)

James 1:22–25 — (M03, “The Self-Delusion of the Mere

Hearer”, Mentioned)

James 1:25 — (M03, “The Self-Delusion of the Mere Hearer”,

Mentioned)

James 1:26–27 — (M03, “The Works of Pure Religion”,

Mentioned)

James 2:1–13 — (M04, “Faith Without Favoritism”,

Mentioned)

James 2:5 — (M04, “Faith Without Favoritism”, Mentioned)

James 2:6–7 — (M04, “Faith Without Favoritism”, Mentioned)

James 2:8 — (M04, “Faith Without Favoritism”, Mentioned)

James 2:9–11 — (M04, “Faith Without Favoritism”,

Mentioned)

James 2:12–13 — (M04, “Faith Without Favoritism”,

Mentioned)

James 2:14–26 — (M05, “Faith That Works”, Mentioned)

James 3:1–12 — (M06, “Speaking Wisely”, Mentioned)

James 3:9–10 — (M06, “Speaking Wisely”, Quoted)

James 3:13–18 — (M06, “Speaking Wisely”, Mentioned); (M07,

“Heavenly Wisdom”, Mentioned)

James 4:1–3 — (M08, “The War Within”, Mentioned)

James 4:4–6 — (M08, “The War Within”, Mentioned)
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1 Peter

1 John

James 4:7–10 — (M08, “The War Within”, Mentioned)

James 4:11–12 — (M08, “The War Within”, Mentioned)

James 4:13–17 — (M08, “The War Within”, Mentioned); (M09,

“Don’t Play Judge”, Mentioned)

James 5:1–6 — (M10, “Don’t Play Judge”, Mentioned); (M11,

“The God Who Sees”, Mentioned)

James 5:7–12 — (M11, “The God Who Sees”, Mentioned)

James 5:13–18 — (M11, “The God Who Sees”, Mentioned)

James 5:19–20 — (M11, “The God Who Sees”, Mentioned)

James 5:7–9 — (M12, “Patience in Suffering”, Mentioned)

James 5:10–12 — (M12, “Endure Like the Prophets”,

Mentioned)

James 5:13–15 — (M12, “Prayer in Every Season”, Mentioned)

James 5:16 — (M12, “Confess and Be Healed”, Quoted)

James 5:17–18 — (M12, “The Power of a Praying Person”,

Mentioned)

James 5:19–20 — (M12, “Bring Back the Wanderer”,

Mentioned)

1 Peter 1:6–7 — (M01, “Verse-by-Verse Observation”,

Mentioned)

1 Peter 2:1–2 — (M03, “Swift to Hear, Slow to Speak, Slow to

Wrath”, Mentioned)
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1 John 2:3–4 — (M03, “The Self-Delusion of the Mere Hearer”,

Mentioned)
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